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CHAPTER I  
HISTORY  

THE DEANS 

I have written this book to provide all living and future 
generations of Deans that are of the lineage of this Richard 
Dean with accurate knowledge of your heritage and a close look 
at who you are and where you came from. I want you to know 
that all of your direct lineage to this point in time, for 
over two hundred years, were and are honorable, knowledgeable, 
industrious people devoted to making things better in their 
lives, their families lives, and the world a better place to 
live in. I am very proud of my family heritage, and you cert-
ainly should be too, for it has contributed greatly to what 
you are and to the heritage you will leave for your future 
generations. 

I have tried to tell the story on each member, so that you 
would have an insight into the type of person they were, their 
inner character and type of life each lived. To gain this 
knowledge about each one, I shuffled through hundreds of years 
of old documents to find out how each one conducted his 
business, his life, his participation in community and church 
affairs, how each reared his family and his particular beliefs 
and attitudes that have reflected down through the generations 
to me. 

The beginning of this book started sometime in the year 
1760. That is the year our Richard was born. This book is 
about that Richard and the Dean generations that have made 
tracks across the south for over two hundred years. 

Whether Richard was born in North Carolina, or someplace 
else is not known at this time. The first tracks of Richard 
that I can follow began about the year 1790, in what is now 
East Laurens County, Ga., and my story will begin there. 

In an effort to give you a better understanding of this 
book and the life and times of the Deans, I am including some 
of the history and geography of the areas we will be talking 
about. 

Georgia was the last of the thirteen colonies to be found-
ed. The British Government gave the Georgia Territory to trus-
tees in 1732, to establish the colony. At this time period, the 
south and central portions of Georgia were inhabited by the 
Creek Indians, and the north part, or highlands, was inhabited 
by the Cherokee Tribes. 

In 1741, the Georgia Territory was divided into two count-
ies, Savannah and Frederica. Then in 1752, after much turmoil, 
Georgia became a Crown Colony. Please note that eight years 
after Georgia became a Crown Colony, our Richard was born. 

Georgia went through many trying times and events from 
then through the Revolutionary War. The British surrendered in 
1781, and then in 1782, Georiga became a sovereign state. 
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During the Revolutionary period, the state was composed of 
eight counties. Then after the Paris Treaty was signed in 
1783, Franklin and Washington Counties were added. 

When Washington County was first created, its western 
border began at Franklin County, in North Georgia, and ran 
south along the east banks of the Oconee and Altamaha Rivers 
to Liberty County in South Georgia. All land west of the banks 
of these rivers was Indian territory and remained so until 1803. 

A point of interest I found, during my search, I want to 
share. The English did not like the Irish and would not let 
them have land in the other colonies. Georgia, to correct 
this, made Burke County, formally St. George Parish, an 
exception and set aside spedial land grants in Burke County 
just for the Irish emigrants. Interesting isn't it? 

In 1783, parts of newly created Washington County, north 
section, now Green County, was laid out in plots as bounty 
land, strictly for Revolutionary soldiers. 

A number of Deans received land in this area, especially 
on the Oconee River and on Shoulderbone Creek, but since most 
of Washington Counties records were burned by Sherman's crew 
in 1864, I have been unable to determine if they were part of 
our bunch or not. 

Again in 1784, 1785, 1786, 1787 and 1799, land grants were 
given in central and south Washington County. Land grants were 
ended after that, because of extensive land frauds in the 
area, and the lottery system established. Some of these land 
grants in what is now East Laurens County, were bought by our 
Richard Dean and kin from the original grantees in about 1790, 
or 1791,„ 

Washington County remained essentially intact in size and 
shape until 1793, when it was divided into two counties. The 
north half remained as Washington, while the south half was 
named Montgomery County. The dividing line between these two 
counties is very important to us, since it ran through some of 
Richard's land and made him own land in both counties. 

The boundry line began on the east bank of the Oconee River, - 
where Big Creek, formally known as Clarks Creek, emptied into 
it. The line extended north eastward along Big Creek to where 
Brewton Creek emptied into Big Creek, and then along Brewton 
to the point that Hightower Creek joined Brewton. The line 
then ran along Hightower Creek to its beginning and then on 
northeast to where the two counties joined Jefferson County. 

The reason this is so important to us, is that when our 
people lived on Big Creek, they owned land as recorded in old 
deeds, in Washington County, Montgomery, Wilkinson, and Laurens 
Counties. These counties are now located many miles apart in 
some cases, but when Richard and family were there, the geo-
graphy was quite different, and the area was rapidly being 
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divided into new counties. What it all boils down to, is that 
in the period 1790, to 1793, the Dean lands around Big Creek 
and Hightower Creek were in Washington County and all within 
a radius of less than five miles of each other. Then in the 
1793, division of Washington County into two counties, the 
land on the north side of Hightower Creek remained in Washington 
and those south of the creek were then located in Montgomery 
County. 

In 1803, a treaty was signed taking the land from the 
west bank of the Oconee River west to the Ocmulgee River 
from the Indians. In 1805, Wilkinson County was established 
in this new area. 

Almost immediately Richard and his sons began buying land 
across the river from them, in Wilkinson County. Two years 
later, in 1807, West Laurens County was created from Wilkinson 
County, and as a result the Dean land on the west bank of the 
river in Wilkinson, wound up being in Laurens Co. This sit-
uation lasted about four years, until 1811, and then East 
Laurens County was created from part of Montgomery and 
Washington Counties on the east side of the Oconee. As a result 
of these changes nearly all of the Dean lands ended up being in 
East and West Laurens County. I would wonder just how much 
influence our people had on these changes. 

The Deans, Blackshears and Hightower families were app-
arently close knit, and the largest land owners in the area so 
I would not be surprised if they had a lot to do with these 
changes. A note of interest, Laurens County had grant lands on 
the east side of the Oconee and lottery lands on the west side 
so it is the only county in Georgia that had both types of 
land division as it was opened to the settlers. 

The geography of the area remained static until January 
8,1821. At this time, a treaty was signed with the Indian Nation 
taking their lands from the west bank of the Ocmulgee River, 
west to the Flint River, which includes what is now Houston 
County, and Perry. In May of that year, the new land was sur-
veyed and laid out in 202i- acre plots to establish land lottery 
of the area. About six years after the new territory was laid 
out, our people moved from Laurens County to Houston County, and 
remained here for a number of years. 

Indian problems remained in this area, with frequent fig-
hting, so in 1832, the Creeks were driven out of the central 
and southern territory of this area. Then in 1838, the Cherokee 
Indians were removed from the highlands of north Georgia. This 
trip, you will remember, as the Trail of Tears. 

Since Houston County and Perry mean a lot to you and me, 
I want to share a bit of history on them. After the 1821 Treaty 
was signed, the first deed for land in Houston County was re-  
corded in 1822. The first white child was born in the county 
in 1823. The town of Wattsville (now Perry) was made county 
seat in 1823. Our people arrived here three years later in 1826. 
About the time our people were arriving in Houston County, 
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the Indian territory west of the Flint River was being opened 
up. Muscogee County on the Chattahoochee River was established 
in 1826, and this is where our folk would move a few years 
later, in 1838, and settle just south of the town of Columbus, 
Ga., where they lived for a number of years. 

Alabama, which joins Georgia on its west side, has as its 
border between the two states, the Chattahoochee River, where 
the family settled in 1838. Alabama was named after a tribe of 
Creek Indians living there who called themselves the Alibamu (or 
Plant Gatherers). The state has an illustrious history since 
early penetration and settlement of the area was made in the 
Delta around the Mobile River, and an awful lot of history was 
made around Mobile. 

The Alabama Territory was formed in 1817, and on Dec. 14, 
1819, Alabama was admitted to the Union. The Indians gave 
Alabama settlers problems until 1836, and 1838, when the Creek and 
Cherokees were moved to reservations west of the Miss. River. 

The Choctaw Tribes had already sold their lands in 1830, 
and moved west of the Mississippi. It was years later in 1852, 
that the Dean family started buying land in south central Ala., 
Dale County, and the family moved there in 1854. 

Alabama did not suffer as much physical damage during the 
Civil War as did Georgia, but during the reconstruction 
period, after the war, northern hooligans, called carpet 
baggers and their negro followers, almost ruined the state 
economically. In 1874, 'conservative democrats in the state 
ran off the carpet baggers and the other "tag ons" and started 
reducing the state debt. In 1875, a new constitution was 
adopted which brought an end to a bad time and started the 
area on a new period of prosperity. 

I will add a point of interest here. I would say that my 
Great Grandad, James J. Dean, was a pretty Sharp man. He 
bought his 1000 acres of land right in the middle of this 
period, 1870, and in a few years, turned the area into a 
thriving town and trade center. Now on with my story. 

Any specific time period in history generates its own 
basic requirements in order for a family to cope with living 
in that enviroment or period. I want to Share something of 
this nature that is traceable in all the land deeds of people 
who depended on the soil for their living, during the periods 
of our families lives. In every instance, when the individual 
obtained his land, he made sure that he had three basic things 
on his land. Most certainly, he made sure he had suitable land 
area to raise his crops. The second thing was assurance of an 
adequate supply of potable water for his family and stock. He 
would always build his home very near a pure water spring. 
Water in those days was abundant in most areas. The water 
table was close to ground level and almost every little "head" 
or patch of woods had a spring, branch, or creek starting in 
or running through it. 
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Throughout history civilizations have congregated around 
and followed where abundant water was available. When our 
people were passing through Georgia, they depended almost 
entirely on surface water. Not until later generations did we 
really start digging square wells down in mother earth to 
water and later drilled wells to get to it. This allowed us to 
build homes where we wanted them. 

The third thing the land owner made sure of when getting 
his land was that either the land he bought to farm on had, 
somewhere on it, a good stand of hardwood, or he would have a 
second deed for a plot of ground with a good stand of "oak and 
hickory" on it. He had to have wood for fuel to cook with and 
fuel to keep warm. He also had to have hardwood for his 
furniture and many other uses. Most owners of fairly large 
farms had their own blacksmith shops and used oak and hickory 
to make their wagons, wheels, sleds, and other parts of his 
conveyance. He also used hardwood to make his plow stocks and 
beams, hoe, axe, and hammer handles, baskets, gambrel sticks 
for hanging his cattle, hogs, deer and such for cleaning, 
dressing and curing as well as making the charcoal for his 
blacksmith forge. So you can see that hardwood was a vital 
part of his need. 

You and I, in our time, still require all of these things in 
one form or another. We tend to take it for granted since, we buy 
them in a store, or they are either piped, delivered or come to 
us along electric lines from great distances away. The need has 
not changed in these many years, but most certainly a drastic 
change has occurred in how we get and use them. 

As you look at the lives of your folk in this book, please 
keep in mind the particular period of time they lived in and the 
amount of knowledge, type of tools and communications available 
to them. Just to give you starters on how to think of each in 
their particular period, I will give you a little resume of the 
200 year period. 

During Richard's and Elijah's life, work was done by hand, 
with hand tools or simple implements pulled by oxen or horses. 
Transportation was either by walking, horseback, horse and 
buggy or wagon, Or. by sled pulled by animals. Communications 
were very poor, schools about non-existant in their areas and 
as a result, creative knowledge was slow in coming. All cooking 
was done over an open fireplace and in most cases, they had to 
make all of their own clothes from raw fiber by hand and on and 
on. 

A few new things were developed along, that filtered out 
to the settlers, however the folk mostly made improvements in 
what they already had. Our people were smart and industrious 
and judging from the progress they made as they moved across 
the south, I know they came up with and developed new ideas 
and tools of their own to improve the way they did things. In 
most cases, lack of communications resulted in these new ideas 
staying in the family or community for a long time before getting 
to others outside. 
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The same thing happened with new things from the outside 
world getting to the settlers. The grist mill, both ox and 
water powered,and the mule powered cane mill were being used 
during Richard's earlier life and around the time they moved 
to Muscogee County, I feel sure the mule powered cotton gin 
had reached the area. James J., of course, had the cane mill, 
grist mill and the mule powered gin on his farm in Deanville, 
Alabama (now Anton) in the late 1800s. 

Major new things started happening in their area of the 
south, when the trains came in the late 1800s, the airplane 
and automobile in the 1900s, the telephone and teleglaph, 
the radio around 1925, and television in the 1940s. 

But not until after the year 1946, did we really begin to 
see the major explosion in knowledge and technology we now 
enjoy. If World War II did nothing else, it woke Americans up 
and started a big change in our attitudes. Americans became 
motivated. We learned to pool our ideas, make information eas-
ily accessible to others through education and communication. 
We learned to think together, work together and multiply our 
knowledge together. And here we are today. 

May I leave you on this subject with a question? Are we, 
average America, losing our great love for knowledge and our 
drive to be creative, due to our loss of motivation, because 
we have so many material things around us today to make life 
easy? 

An important thing to remember about the name Dean is 
this. In researching the old records of our family, I found 
Dean spelled many different ways. Many times, the name 
would be spelled two or more ways in the same document, 
Methods of spelling were as follows: Been, Deens, Deene, 
Dean, Deane and Deans. For the sake of clarity, I spelled 
it through out this book, as Dean, the way we spell it now°  

Isn't it ironic that in the long, long past Richard 
Dean, the beginning of this book, lived, owned land and 
walked in Perry, Georgia, and that over 150 years later, his 
direct lineage and surname would return to live, own land and 
walk where he once did? 
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CHAPTER TWO  
PART 1 

RICHARD DEAN 

Richard was your Great, Great, Great, Great Granddad 
and was a revolutionary soldier. Richard's life began in the 
year 1760. At this point, I have not established where he 
was born, and what his parents given names were. 

Richard was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, probably 
in North Carolina. At any rate, he was certified as a revol-
utionary soldier by the Secretary of State of Georgia, when he 
signed up and drew land in the Cherokee lottery of 1832. 

Richard was probably married in the year 1780, or 1781, 
wife's name unknown. I am basing this marriage date on the age 
of his oldest son, Micajah Dean. Micajah signed up and was 
"lucky" in drawing land in the 1805 lottery. He would have, by 
law, had to be at least 21 years old to sign up(or apply). 
Micajah most probably applied in late 1804, so this would have 
established his birth around 1782, or 1783. Richard also applied 
(signed up) in the same lottery (2 draws), but was not lucky. 

Richard had several children including your Great, Great, 
Great Grandfather, Elijah Dean Sr. At the time of Richard's 
death in the year 1840, his heirs were listed as Micajah, 
Ransom L., Elijah, and three daughters. I do not know their 
given names at this time, however, one daughter married a G.D. 
Hightower. Another married a Joshua Hightower and the 3rd. 
married a James Stuby. Richard's son, Elijah was administrator 
of the estate and when estate was divided, apparently the 
daughter that was married to G.D. Hightower, had died and her 
share was divided between her children Wingfield Hightower and 
Tobyah Smith. 

Richard probably came to Washington County, Georgia, with 
his familY around 1790, or 1791, and began buying land around 
"Big Creek" in what is now Fast Laurens Co., Ga. The land 
Richard bought first was 287i acres and later another 120 acres 
adjoining it on the creek. The 2871 acres had been a laad grant 
to a Reubin Barrow in 1785. The 120 acres was a grant to a John 
Smith. in 1787 ,and conveyed directly to Reubin Barrow. Both 
places were then conveyed by Barrow directly to Richard. 
Richard later conveyed the 120 acres to his youngest son 
Elijah. This 120 acres was Elijah's plantation and homeplace 
until the year 1826. The 287t acres was Richard's homeplace 
until he sold it in the year 1825. Laurens County records 
contain deeds on these lands plus many other acres bought and 
sold by the Dean family during the 35 to 36 years they lived on 
Big Creek. All of the lands bought and sold in Laurens County, 
Washington County, Montgomery County, and Wilkinson County were 
within a 5 or 6 mile radius of Richard's homeplace on Big 
Creek. There is an explanation in chapter one, history on how 
these counties were laid out at the time of Richard's coming to 
Washington County, and how they changed later on. 

Richard's life was closely knit to owning land and making 
a living from it. As a general rule, when Richard acquired a 
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plot of land, he kept it for a long time, before letting go of 
it. Richard was industrious and made a good living from all 
indications, and must have taught his children well. Richard 
and his sons knew the value of legal matters and were very 
diligent in recording deed to land etc. Even in the 1700s all 
at one time or another served grand jury duty. In all of my 
search in land deeds, mortgage papers, inferior court records, 
etc., I have not found even one single case where a Dean lost 
land or anything else because he couldn't pay his taxes or 
what have you. 

I consider Richard a conservative type person, who held 
on to life and what he had as long as he possibly could. At 
age 73, on the 16th of February, 1833, Richard bought at auction, 
from the estate of Leper Pollock, 2 bee hive tables for 56i 
cents and a stack of fodder for $3.50. Even at that age he 
was still going strong, even to keeping his bees for honey. 
When he died at age 80, July 10, 1840, in Muscogee County, Ga., 
Richard still owned and was paying taxes on the 160 acres of 
land he had received in Union County, Georgia in the 1832 
Cherokee lottery as a revolutionary soldier. Richard was living 
in Houston County, Georgia in 1832, when the lottery was held. 
At time of death, he also still had his furniture, two saddles 
and bridles for horses and many other personal things, as well 
as his personal slave Pompey. So you see he held on to things. 
From all indications Richard was active, paying taxes, tending 
to his business and doing other necessary things of life until 
about March 10, of the year he died (four months before death). 

Richard applied for and received approximately 450 acres 
of grant land on Hightower Creek in Montgomery County, 
Georgia, in 1799. This land was about 3 miles, as a crow 
flies, from his Big Creek land. The grant was from the 
honorable James Jackson, Governor of Georgia and Commander & 
Chief. He also applied for and drew 490 acres of land in 
Appling County, Ga., in the 1820 land lottery. So you see our 
Richard owned quite a few acres of land during the part of his 
life that we know about. 

From all indications, Richard and family, the Hightowers 
and the Blackshear brothers (Gen. David Blacksher etc.) moved 
to Washington County, Ga., about the same time and were 
closely associated throughout the 36 year period around 
Big Creek. In fact, as previously mentioned, two of Richard's 
daughters married into the Hightower family and G.D. moved 
later on to Houston County, Ga., to join the Deans. He then 
moved to Musco-gee County, in 1839, with them. 

Richard and Elijah sold about 500 acres of their land on 
Big Creek, in 1825, and 1826, to Gen. David Blackshear, their 
adjoining neighbor. David Blackshear made this land part of his 
1000 acre plantation called "Springfield". Part of this 
plantation exists to this day (1982). After the Indian Nation 
released lands west of the Oconee River and to the Ocmulgee 
River, in 1803, Richard and his sons bought and sold quite a 
bit of land in what is now Wilkinson County, West Laurens Co., 
and Pulaski County, Georgia. So Richard, although he was con-
servative, did do a little land speculation too. 
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Richard's homeplace was bounded on both sides by big creek, 
by lands of Bryan E. Dean and lands of David Blackshear. This 
land was rich soil with plenty of water, not too far from the 
river and was highly favored over the "pine" lands v.outh of this 
area. It probably looked then very nearly as it does now, except 
there were few houses and all lands were in farms or forest. A 
large pond or lake exists at the fork of big creek and big 
branch, where the old Blackshear grist mill and pond were in our 
Richard's time. 

Just west of the old "homeplace" at the so called bluffs, 
the old Blackshear ferry crossed the river giving our people 
access to their lands on the west bank of the Oconee. In reading 
Georgia history, I am sure that our Elijah and maybe his bro-
thers helped build the access roads and ramps for the ferry 
under charter from the State of Georgia. You will remember, from 
reading chapter 1 of this bdbk that from the year 1782, the 
Indian Territory Boundry was the west bank of the Oconee River. 
This was just a short distance from the big creek home-place and 
remained this way until the Indians gave up their lands between 
the Oconee and Ocmulgee Rivers, by treaty in 1803. 

This created many problems for the land owners and in fact, 
Elijah Dean, according to Georgia history, was in the Georgia 
Militia and fought the Indians many times. 

Even after the treaty, Indian problems existed well into 
the 1800s. There were many hatdships for Richard, his family 
and the other people there. Few doctors existed at that time 
and medicine to treat their sickness, had not been developed. 
In fact, most of the treatments were with herbs and other 
local remedies. These included mullin and sasafras tea and 
many types of hot poultices for colds, sores, fever and such. 

As a boy, I saw many of these things still in use. Many 
children died at birth or very young with pneumonia, typhoid 
fever and other problems that are easily prevented or cured 
today. 

Clearing the land for homes and farms was all done by hand 
with an axe and crude cross cut saw° Homes were small log cabins 
made by cutting trees into logs, notching the log ends, 
stacking one on the other and "pegging" together with wood 
dowels. The cracks between the logs were "chinked" with mud. 
Even the shingles to cover the roof had to be split from 
knotless white oak or cypress wood. Farming was done with "home 
made" plows, pulled by oxen or horses and a few years later by 
mules. The soil close around the plants was worked by hoes. 
Planting the seed, setting out the young plants and gathering 
the harvest was all done by hand. As a result of this slow 
process and hard labor, one person could only tend a few acres 
with one horse. Thus was born the "One Horse Farm". 

Richard and Elijah were both "plantation" owners, who 
farmed many acres with their slaves. As a matter of family 
record, the slave families of the Deans were highly regarded 
and either remained with them after they were freed, as tenant 
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farmers, or stayed in close contact with the family for 
many generations. 

Travel was slow and hazardous since it was either by 
walking, saddle horse, horse and wagon or buggy and prone to 
attack by Indians or wild animals. 

Most plantations were almost completely self sufficient 
in that they made or grew almost everything they needed to 
survive and have productive lives. 

Richard sold his homeplace on big creek the 24th. of Oct. 
1825, and moved with Elijah and his family to Houston County, 
Ga. in late 1826, or early 1827. Richard was 65 years old, when 
he sold his land. Most probably he lived with Elijah, or with 
one of his daughters, who lived nearby, until he moved to 
Houston County, Ga. Micajah, Richard's oldest son, lived nearby 
in Washington County., (now East Laurens County), and bought and 
sold land until 1818, when he sold his last land there and moved 
south. Micajah appeared in the 1820 census in Telfair County, 
just south of Laurens .County, According to a certification by 
his brother, Elijah, as administrator of Richard's estate, 
Micajah was living in Florida at Richard's death and had also 
died around that time. 

Micajah bought and sold land greater distance away from 
the "homeplace" than did either Richard or Elijah. Since he 
usually kept land for short periods and sold at considerable 
profit, I assume he was the real land speculator of the Deans. 

Ransom L., Richard's middle son, apparently went west to 
Covington County, Alabama, about 1837. He either received 
grant and/or purchased land there on Jan. 13,1837. At any 
rate, Ransom came back to Muscogee County, in 1843 or 1844, 
to claim his share of Richard's estate. 

The daughters of Richard married the two Hightower boys 
and James Stuby, as previously mentioned and we will of course, 
follow our ancestor, Elijah, on down the road to you. 

In summing up Richard, I firmly believe that he was a 
good citizen and a credit to our family and country° I did 
not, or have not found any derogatory information on him or 
in your direct lineage of the generations following him. He 
apparently used his life and land well, instructed his 
children in the right values in life and left a heritage we 
Deans should be proud of. 

Your dear Aunt Kitty Dean applied for DAR status on Rich-
ard's service in the Revolutionary War and on his records, we 
found in our search. Kitty was accepted into the DAR in Dec., 
1982. The national number is 668812. DAR and SAR memberships 
will be available to all future generations of Richard. 
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I hope that someday one of us can learn more about 
Richard's early life and the legacy he has left for us. 

In an effort to clarify the total Dean community around 
big creek, I am including the following as information only. 
Other than our Richard, and his immediate family living there 
during parts of the time span, 1790, to 1826, there was a Bryan 
E. Dean, a William Enel Dean and a John Dean, who I believe, 
were some kin to our Richard. It should be remembered that, 
Elijah Dean named one of his sons Bryan Dean years later. 

To confuse the issue, there was also another Richard 
Dean and his family living on big creek at the same time. 
This Richard married a Winnefred Dyson in Nash County, North 
Carolina, in 1793, and came to Washington County, Georgia, 
sometime in the late 1790s or early 1800s. This Richard died 
there in 1813, and left three children, a Williamson Dean, a 
Meckey Tarley Dean and daughter, Minnie. These Deans remained 
there after our people moved to Houston County, Ga. There was 
also a Sherod Dean that was kin to this Richard that died in 
1813, who was in the area for a while. 

I have been unable to find any relationship between this 
Richard and Sherod Dean and our Richard and family, even though 
they lived only three to five miles apart at the time. 
The Richard that died in 1813, only lived on big creek for 
about a year or so before he died, since the land he owned on 
the creek was bought by him July 8, 1812. He bought 287A acres 
there on a tax sale by the Sheriff due to tax default of the 
original owner, John Brassile. I believe this Richard lived on 
Hightower Creek, in Montgomery County, until that time or 
about five miles from our Richard's place. 
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CHAPTER TWO  
PART 2 

ELIJAH DEAN SR. 

Elijah Sr. was your Great, Great, Great Grandfather.Flijah 
was born in Washington County, Georgia, in the year 1794. Date 
and place was confirmed by the fact that Elijah personally 
appeared before the inferior court of Muscogee County, Georgia, 
on the 7th. day of November, 1850, to establish his eligibility 
to receive bounty land as a result of his service to the United 
States of America. Elijah certified his age at that time as 56 
years old. Elijah personally signed this document. Elijah also 
certified his and his wife, Martha Page Dean's, place of birth 
and age in the 1850 census of Muscogee County, Georgia. 

Not much is known about his early childhood in Washington 
County. We do know this was a wilderness territory at that time 
and Elijah probably did not have an opportunity to attend formal 
school in his early days. However, along the line, he developed 
plenty of smarts and became a very influential citizen, Military 
Officer and businessman. 

Elijah was born in the fifth year of the presidency of our 
first president, George Washington, the so called Father of 
our Country. The newly written constitution of the U.S. was 
very young and he would live to see the first fourteen presidents 
of America in office. 

I would imagine that Elijah spent his boyhood much as the 
other young people did in areas like his. Most probably, his day 
light hours were spent working on his Father, Richard's farm, 
cutting wood or other chores and when not busy at that, fishing 
or hunting. Game was plentiful and in winter supplied a good bit 
of the families food. Several families would often get together 
at night for 'icandy pullingsy and square dancing and in the 
fall of the year, for corn shucking and shelling for seed. 
Another favorite of the women folk was cotton seed picking and 
quilting parties. So life at that time was not necessarily all 
work and no play, although life was very hard by our standards 
of today. 

By the time Elijah was 18 years old, he was serving in the 
Georgia Militia under General David Blackshear and at age 20, he 
was a First Lieutenant. Elijah's military career lasted on and 
off for many years, 1812-1838. He fought in the War of 1812, 
(1814-1815)9 and retired with the rank of Major in 1838 Elijah 
was instrumental in establishing and maintaining the Houston 
County Militia in its early days, and in the year 1830, 
established the new districts necessary to develope a third 
Battalion in Houston County, which changed the 55th Division 
into the 55th Regiment. While living in Houston County, Georgia, 
he was commander of a Battalion consisting of the 13th.and 14th. 
districts of the 55th. Division and later of the newly created 
parts of the 14th. and 15th. districts of the then 55th. 
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Regiment. At the time, he was serving under David Blackshear in 
Washington County, (now Laurens County), he was responsible for 
"Deans Military District" around the Big Creek area. Elijah 
married your Great, Great, Great Grandmother, Martha Page in 
1814, in Laurens County. Martha was born in Burke County, Ga., 
in 1796, and was froma very prominent family. She was a descen-
dent of Henry Page of Middlesex, (Sussex), England, who came to 
Virginia in 1650. The Pages were living in Laurens County, when 
Martha and Elijah were married. 

They had a total of thirteen children, 10 boys and 3 girls. 
Your Great, Great Grandfather, James J. was the youngest of the 
bunch. The children born to Elijah and Martha in Laurens County, 
were Rebecca, 1815, David, 1817, Martha, 1818, Jephta, 1820, 
John, 1823, Simeon, 1824, and Lunsford in 1826. Ten of the 
thirteen children lived to full maturity. Elijah and his family 
lived on the homeplace on Big Creek, until he sold it in 1826. 
The 120 acre "homeplace" was land that his Father, Richard, 
probably gave him when he and Martha were married, since the land 
was conveyed directly from father to son. 

About the time Elijah's son, John, was born in 1823, a very 
familiar place to you was *born" to the white settlers in East 
Tennessee. The place is Cades Cove in the Smokey Mountains. 
Sound familiar? It should! This is one of the prettiest places 
on God's earth. Cades Cove belonged to the Indian Nation until 
about the year 1823, and at that time was opened to the White 
Nation. 

Along with military duties, farming and raising his family, 
Elijah Sr. was active in the community affairs in Laurens County, 
and Quite often was called on to serve on committees and juries. 

Elijah also bought and sold land west of the Oconee River 
during the period 1814, to 1826. After selling the homeplace in 
1826, Elijah and family, along with his Father, Richard, moved 
from Laurens County, to Houston County, Ga. Most likely, they 
traveled along the Old Chicken or Chickasaw trail, as it was 
called. The trail was the old Indian path that ran east to west 
through Dublin,(Laurens Co.) to Hawkinsville, Ga., to 
Perry,(Houston County) and on west. ;:lijah bought 405 acres of 
land (lots 164 and 187) in the 14th0 district of Houston County, 
in 1826, and 1827. The family owned well over a thousand acres 
of land in the 14th. district between 1826, and 1838. The 14th. 
district is just south of Perry, Ga., and is in the black soil 
area of the state. This land is considered some of the best land 
in the state. The land lies in the rectangle between the towns 
of Perry, Henderson, Montezuma, and Marshall-ville. As was the 
custom with large plantation owners, during that time period of 
history, our Richard and Elijah are recorded as having a number 
of slaves working for them on the plantation. 
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A point of humor, I gathered from an old deed, was that a 
creek running through their land was called "Hogcrawlu. 
Creek. How they selected that name is any ones guess. This 
is a big creek and retains that name today. 

By the year 1829, the Cherry families, the Reese families, 
the Hightower families and the Cobb families were clustered 
around Richard and Elijah in the 14th. and 15th. districts of 
Houston County. Two of the Hightower boys from Montgomery Co. 
Georgia, had married Richard's daughters before his move to 
Houston County, and one of them G.D. followed Richard and Elijah 
to Houston County in 1832 or 1833. G.D. apparently lived on 
Elijah's lot 164 and Richard stayed with them part of the time 
until they all moved to Muscogee County, Ga. Some of the 
Hightowers had moved to Houston County about the time Elijah and 
Richard did. 

Lemuel Cherry was later to marry Elijah's oldest daughter 
and Tomlin W. Reese was to marry Elijah's third child. The Cobbs 
had a farm next door to Elijah's land and I believe William T. 
and possibly McClain Cobb married Richard's Granddaughters (by 
his Daughters). At any rate both followed Richard and Elijah 
from Houston County to Muscogee County, and at Richard's death 
bought some of his personal things. Proving this is a task to be 
accomplished later. Lemuel Cherry and Tomlin Reese (spelled 
Tomerlane on deed) owned adjoining land in the 14th. district 
until the families moved to Muscogee in 1839. Lemuel sold his 
home place, lot 201, 12 Feb. 1839, David Dean witness, and 
Tomlin Reese sold his home place, lot 183, which joined Lemuel's 
land on the south east corner, in early 1839 also. 

Elijah was a plantation owner, in the Military and bought 
and sold land all during his stay in Houston County. The balance 
of Elijah's and Martha's children were born in Houston County, 
including your Great, Great Grandad James J. The children born 
here were, Henry, 1827, Elijah Jr., 1829, Bryan, 1831, Joseph, 
1833, Elizabeth, 1834, and our James J. in 1836. 

Of special interest to me, was that in the 1850 census, 
Elijah Jr. certified that he was born in Laurens County, Ga. 
This leads me to believe that Martha may have gone back to 
Dublin to stay with her Sister, Elizabeth, or her Mother, 
while Elijah Jr. and possibly Henry was born. All the rest of 
the children listed Houston County as birth place,(those born 
after 1826). 

When our James J. was born, Martha was 40 years old and 
Elijah was 42. In 1838, Elijah sold all of his land in Houston 
County, and along with his family and Father, Richard, moved to 
Muscogee County, Ga. Richard's Daughter, her husband G.D. 
Hightower and their children moved along with them too. 

Martha R. Dean, Elijah and Martha's third child, married 
Tomlin W. Reese, in 1836, in Houston County, Ga. They apparently 
moved with the family to Muscogee County too. 
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I want to add another point of interest here about life in 
Houston County. I mentioned in Richard's life about our people 
being industrious and always paying their way, well a little 
more can be said about Elijah in this area. Old tax records in 
Houston County indicate that a fairly large number of land own-
ers from time to time were delinouent in paying their taxes and 
in many cases lost their land as a result. Well, Elijah's, Son-
In-Law, Lemuel Cherry, who had married Elijah and Martha's 
oldest child, Rebecca, in Houston County, in 1833, lost his 202i 
acres (land lot 201 in the 14th. district) near Elijah's place 
in 1835. Lemuel was a Justice of the Peace at the time, or 
became one shortly afterward. Anyway, Elijah bought lot 201, and 
held it so Lemuel could buy it back from him. Lemuel kept this 
land until about 1839, when he sold it and followed Elijah to 
Muscogee County. Rebecca and Lemuel have a descendent, Dean 
Garner, living in Birmingham, Alabama, at this time. 

Sometime during the year, 1836, Lemuel Cherry's, Father, 
George, died in nearby Pulaski County, and Lemuel was made 
Administrator of George's estate and legal guardian for George's 
three minor boys, George Wyatt, William and Robert Cherry. 
Apparently, the boys went with Lemuel to Muscogee County, for in 
December, 1852, George Wyatt married Elijah and Martha's 
youngest daughter, Elizabeth. Elizabeth and Wyatt later moved on 
to Dale County, Alabama, lived on Elijah's and later James,J. 
Dean's place and raised a large family there. 

After the move to Muscogee County, the family bought quite 
extensive land holdings in the 6th. and 7the district of 
Muscogee. This land was just south of and was bordered by Upatoi 
Creek on the north west and was near the Chatahoochee River. 
Columbus, Georgia was on the other side of the creek and several 
miles north of them. 

Old Chattahoochee County records contain information show-
ing that Elijah was a planner and overseer for building a 
bridge across Upatoi Creek and a road to Columbus . Since Elijah 
lived on the south side of the creek and needed the bridge and 
road to get to Columbus, I feel he was a real sharpy and talked 
the county into constructing the bridge and road and paying for 
them. The home place area has since become Chattahoochee County 
and the land is now contained in Fort Benning, Ga. 

On July 10, 1840, Richard died there and is buried in 
the area. 

Elijah and his family lived in the 6th_ and 7th. district 
of Muscogee County until the 1850's, and several of the children 
were married there, including David, Lunsford R., Elizabeth, 
Simeon, Jeptha and Elijah Jr. In the year 1852, Elijah's sons 
began buying land in South Central Alabama. In January of that 
year, Elijah Jr. bought 79 acres of land on Rocky Head Creek in 
Dale County, Alabama. Jeptha bought land there in March,1852. 
Elijah Sr. bought land on the creek in Jan. 1853, and moved with 
his family to Rocky Head Creek in 1854. Elijah and his 
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family lived in Muscogee County, Ga., for about 15 years. His 
sons, David and Simeon bought land on Rocky Head Creek in 1854, 
and 1855, and by 1855, the family owned over 1600 acres there. 
Rocky Head Creek in Dale County, is only about 3 or 4 miles from 
what is now Anton, as you know it, where so many of the Dean 
generations have lived for so many years. You will learn much, 
much more about this area as we track James J., Jefferson J., 
Thomas Jefferson and me, your Pa. through these parts. 

I do not believe Elijah Sr. and Martha sold the home place 
in Muscogee County, Ga., when they moved to Dale County. Appar-
ently Martha R. and her Husband, T.W. Reese, and probably some of 
the other children stayed. At any rate, Martha paid taxes on land 
there in 1857, and church records in Chattahoochee County, 
indicate Elijah Jr. and his wife, Catherine, and possibly other 
children may have returned to the area to live in 1859, or 1860. 
Around that time, Elijah Jr., Jeptha, Simeon, Joseph and Lunsford 
joined the Confederate Army from Harris County, a county next to 
Muscogee County., Ga. After the war, Elijah Jr., Jeptha, Joseph, 
and Lunsford went to Texas and Elijah Jr. and Jeptha settled in 
Breckenridge, Texas. Elijah Jr. later moved on to New Mexico, and 
died there in 1916. Mrs. David Shull, now living in Houston, 
Texas, is a descendent of Elijah Jr. I also believe Martha R. 
Dean and husband, Tomlin W. Reese moved onto Texas with the Dean 
boys or moved shortly afterwards. Martha R. and Tomlin have a 
descendent, Mrs. Donald(Judith) Wakeman, living in Fort Worth, 
Texas. Another descendent of Martha R. Dean and Tomlin Reese, 
Margaret Goodman, lives in Garland, Texas. 

After moving to Dale County, Alabama, in 1854, Elijah Sr, 
continued to farm until his death in 1858. He is buried in Mt. 
Olive Cemetery near Rocky Head, Alabama. Elijah Sr. was a 
Primitive Baptist and apparently very strong in his religious 
beliefs. Very soon after moving to Dale County, he began organi-
zing Mt. Olive Church there, The nearest Primitive Baptist 
Church at that time was at Clayhatchee, Alabama, many miles 
south of Rocky Head. Among the first members, were Elijah Sr., 
his wife, Martha, their two sons, Elijah Jr. and Lunsford and 
their wives. Simeon also joined the church. Elijah Jr. was a 
deacon of the church and I understand he became a Baptist 
Minister sometime later. 

After Elijah Sr. died, Martha lived mostly with her son, 
David, in Dale County, Alabama. She lived for a short while 
with her daughter, Elizabeth after Elijah died, then moved with 
David. She later lived with James J. until her death in 1874. 

Martha applied for and received a pension from the U.S. 
Government in her latter years. The pension was granted for the 
Military service rendered by Elijah Sr. to the United States. 
Martha is buried in Dale County, Alabama. 
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To sum up Elijah Dean Sr., I would have to say, from what 
I have learned about his life, that Elijah was an ambitious, 
highly motivated, strongly self diciplined type person. He 
apparently was dedicated to family, friends, community and 
country and was an organizer and pusher to get things done. He 
apparently was well liked by family and friends and strong in 
his religious beliefs. Elijah certainly proved by his life and 
accomplishments, that he was and is a valuable asset and 
influence to his following generations. 
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CHAPTER TWO  
PART 3 

JAMES J. DEAN 

James J. (Jim) Dean was the son of Elijah and Martha Dean 
Sr., and your Great, Great Grandfather. James J. was born in 
Houston County, Ga., in 1836, and was about three years old 
when the family moved to Muscogee County. 

By the time James was old enough to go to school, Mus-
cogee County was about sixteen years old and most likely had 
some small schools going. Anyway, James learned his 3 R's 
somewhere along the way. He dearly loved to read and certainly 
kept up with current events, politics and used this skill to 
satisfy his own appetite for knowledge as he grew. 

James was about seventeen years old when the family moved 
to Dale County, Alabama, in 1854,a:nd was still helping his 
Father on the farm at Rocky Head Creek. 

In the year 1857, James J. 'married Martha McGee, your 
Great, Great Grandmother. Martha was born in North Carolina 
in July, 1837, moved while young to Georgia, and lived there 
until she was nearly grown. Her family then moved to Rocky 
Head Creek, Alabama, near the Elijah Dean farm, where she laterl 
married James. James J. and Martha had a total of ten child-  
ren. Seven boys and one girl lived to maturity and reared famil-  
ies of their own. One male and one female died as infants. 
Your Great Grandad, Jefferson J. was the third child born to 
James and Martha. The children were Alexander Lafayette, called 
Fayett, born in 1858, Emma born 1860, Jefferson J. born 1862, 
William Lunsford born 1866, George Barton born 1868, Robert 
Elijah, born 1870, Thomas H. born 1876, and Richard Franklin 
born 1880. 

After James and Martha were married, they bought a farm of 
their own in Dale County, and farmed there for several years. 
His Father, Elijah, died in late 1858, and James and Martha's 
first child, Lafayette, was born in August of that year, so 
Elijah got to see his first grandchild, by James J. and 
Martha. Their second child, Emma was born in 1860, and while 
Martha was pregnant with the third, Jefferson J., your Great 
Grandpa, in 1862, James left to fight in the Civil War and 
Jeff was born while he was away. James and Martha may have 
returned to Chattahoochee County, Ga., old homeplace, to live 
for a while after the war ended. At least family rumor has 
recorded this. If they did it was for a short time, because 
their fourth child William Lunsford, was born in Dale County, 
Alabama, in 1866. However Martha could have returned to 
Alabama for the event. All of the other children thence, were 
born in Dale County, Alabama. 
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James J. enlisted in the Confederate Service in a Company 
known as the Partisan Rangers. Later he was mustered in as a 
member of Company D, Twenty Third Alabama Cavalry, under Capt. 
William T. McCall and Colonel M.W. Hannan. His mustering in was 
done at Barnes Cross Roads, Alabama, a place about 3 or 4 miles 
south of where James would later build his town, Deanville, and 
generations to follow. James J. served in the Army in Tennessee 
until the end of the war. He lost his right forefinger while 
fighting at New Oak Church and was on furlough, at home, when 
the final surrender was made. 

In 1870, James J. bought one thousand acres of land in the 
north west corner of Dale County. This land was three to four 
miles north east of the Elijah Dean Sr. homeplace on Rocky Head 
Creek. The previous owner of the land had already built a house 
in about the center of the tract. The house had two large rooms 
and four smaller ones in the main part of the house with the 
kitchen detached, for safety from fire, from the rest of the 
house. The house was typical of the houses being built at that 
time and was adequate for James and Martha's growing family for 
a while. At a later date, a long wing was added to the south 
side of the house to provide a large cooking and eating area. 
The wing consisted of two rooms. 

James J. enjoyed having guest in his home and he and 
Martha apparently did extensive entertaining. The Dean home was 
the stopping place for district Judges traveling from one court 
session to another, as well as Evangilist, Preachers and Pol-
iticians. This home stood in its original location until the 
1980's. when it was sold and later moved to a new location. 

In the early days of their life on this farm, James J. 
had his own sugar cane mill, where he made syrup and rock 
sugar. He had a mule powered gin, later a steam powered one, 
and a grist mill to grind his and neighbors corn into meal. 
The farm was almost completely self sustaining during these 
times. James raised cotton on his farm, ginned, baled it, and 
hauled it by mule and wagon and sold it in the towns of Troy 
and Fufaula, Alabama. 

Troy was about twenty miles north of his place, and 7ufau1a 
was about forty miles east on the banks of the Chattahoochee 
River. Later Ozark, a town twelve miles south of his home, became 
a trade center and James sold his crops and bought supplies 
there. 

In 1888, the Central of Georgia Railroad came through 
James's farm and this produced rapid changes. A train station 
was built in 1889, near James's home, and was called Dean's 
Station. A small town soon sprang up around the area and it 
was called Deanville. The name was later changed to Charlton. 
James J. no longer had to transport his cotton by wagon, as 
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Charlton soon became a small trade center. 

To give you an idea of how fast things were moving, after 
the railroad came through, I am including the following as an 
excerpt from the Southern Star. The paper was published at 
Ozark, Alabama, and December 12, 1888, published the following. 
Quote, "Deans Station is one of the booming little towns in 
northern Dale County. Three months ago there was not a stick 
cut, as to the location of a town, but now they have one or two 
stores in successful operation, several more in the course of 
erection, and everything bids fair for Deans Station, to become 
a town of some prominence. Mr. James J. Dean, the Father of the 
town, owns some very desirable property there and invites people 
to come in and locate with them." Unquote. Then on Feb. 27,1889, 
another article published. Quote, "Why cannot the post office 
department establish a post office at Deanville? It is one of 
the most booming and growing stations on the F. and O. Railroad, 
and people are loud in their call for it". Unquote.Deanville was 
later changed to Charlton and it was incorporated in 1891. 

In late 1889, the Alabama Midland Railroad decided to 
build a station on the A and M about one mile west of Deans 
Station. The station was built and the little town developed 
around it was named Ariosta. Ariosta was never incorporated, 
but both Charlton and Ariosta flourished until 1905. In 1905, 
the two towns joined forces and built a larger town halfway 
between the two. The town was named Anton, taking the ARI from 
Ariosta and the TON from Charlton. 

Anton was incorporated in 1906. Your "Pa" was born there 
in 1921, on the site of the old Charlton or "Deanville". 

James J. and a friend 7.R. Phillips went into business 
(mercantile) in Charlton, and James J. and Mr. Barnes opened 
and operated a large cotton warehouse near there and other 
trades began to come to town. James J. gave land to Joe Barnes, 
a carpenter, to get him to move to Charlton. He gave land to a 
Mr. Pittman on which to build a boarding house also. James 
branched out into other businesses, and at one time was one of 
the wealthiest men in the county. 

A point of interest! Would you believe about that time 
one dollar would buy twenty pounds of sugar or ten pounds of 
coffee? It certainly would! James J. was the first Mayor of 
Charlton and served as Dale County Commissioner for a while. 

Martha McGee, wife of James and your Great, Great Grandma, 
was a very refined lady who loved life and beauty. She had a 
well furnished home, nice china and loved to entertain guest. 
She always had a beautiful flower garden at her home. Together 
James and Martha reared their eight children in Charlton and 
all were married from the original home there. 
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When each of their sons married, James J. gave each one 
about one hundred acres of land and a mule to work it. When the 
town of Charlton was incorporated four of their sons, with 
their families, either lived in town or nearby. Charlton was in 
about the center of James's plantation. James J. belonged to 
the Masonic Lodge and participated in other social functions. 
He promoted religion and education in the little town by giving 
land and helping build churches and a school house on it. 
Church services, political meetings, log rollings, peanut shell-  
tags, Sacred Harp and Seven Shape sings were the greatest forms 
of entertainment at that time and James and Martha enjoyed 
them all. He was also a lover of game hunting. James J. died 
in 1902. Sometime after he died, Martha had a new home built 
in Charlton and lived there until her death in 1911. Both James 
and Martha are buried in Anton Cemetery. 

The one daughter, Emma, married Dr. Fayett Weed, and they 
had one son, "Oyer. She later married a Mr. Jernigan of Anton, 
and they lived there during your Pa's childhood. Mr. Jernigan 
had a woodworking shop and long before he died, he built his 
own coffin of cedar and stored it in the attic above his shop. 
You can imagine how much this impressed me as a little boy. 

The rest of the children married, with the exception of 
Richard Franklin, and had families of their own, and of 
course, we will track your Great Granddad Jefferson J. on 
down the line. As I mentioned, Uncle Frank never married. 
Family tales have it that when Richard Franklin was a young 
man, he was going steady with a young woman and wanted to 
marry her very much. She wound up jilting him and as a 
result, he became rather a recluse. 

I remember Uncle Frank as a boy. He had a one mule farm, 
just east of Anton, and about the only time anyone saw him 
was on Saturday afternoon. Uncle Frank would hitch his mule 
to his wagon and off to town he would go. He was a loner in 
the way he liked to live his life. I used to talk to Uncle 
Frank all along, He was nobody's fool, he just liked his 
privacy. 

Another son, I will mention, because ho impressed me, as 
a boy. William Lunsford, Lunn, lived with his family 
between us and Pea River, Uncle Lun had a farm as well as having 
the old James J. Dean grist mill which he operated for many 
years. I will talk about Uncle Lun more later. 

One of Uncle Lun's daughters, Annie Lou, married Marcus 
Fields Sr. A son of this marriage, Marcus Jr., lives at Pine-
hurst, North Carolina, and is President of Pinehurst,—inc., a 
hugh resort and golf area. Marcus is very interested in the 
Dean roots and is working on Richard Dean also. 
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In summary, James J. Dean appeared to be a man much like his 
Father, Elijah. He was ambitious, industrious, honorable and 
loved life. He loved knowledge and through avid reading and 
personal contacts, was a well learned person. James was certainly 
an organizer and pusher to get things done, and this drive and 
tenacity accomplished much in life for him and his family. 

After the Civil War, which James fought in,things changed 
drastically for the plantation owners. In fact an abrupt change 
from the large plantation owner and the way he farmed, to the 
one and two horse farmer. In many cases the land owner had to 
share crop his land or let it be worked by tenants. When James 
bought a lot of land in 1870, he not only farmed, prospered and 
held on to his land, but in later years, began to invest his 
talents in other types of business including land sales. As the 
south rebuilt after the war, James J. built his world. James 
was smart enough, had the ambition and drive to make life work 
for him and he became a rich man, in his time, in many ways. 
James J. Dean most certainly added an exceptional back ground 
to my and your life. He played a big, big part in developement 
of the area where your Pa was born and reared and he sure did 
leave a heritage for all of us to be proud of. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
PART 4 

JEFFERSON J. DEAN 

Jefferson J. (Jeff) Dean was the son of James J. and Martha 
and was your Great Granddad. Jeff was born in Dale County, 
Ala.,' Nov. 4,1862, while his Father, James, was away serving in 
the Civil War. He was the third child and probably lived his 
first few years of life on or near Elijah's homeplace on Rocky 
Head Creek. There is also the possibility, he may have lived in 
Muscogee County, with his family for a few years about then. 
Jeff was about eight years old, when his Father bought the 1000 
acre farm, in what is now Anton, Alabama, in 1870, and he grew 
up there. Jeff went to school long enough to learn his three 
R's. He, like his Father, loved to read and did so extensively. 
Jeff kept well informed on current events, sports and 
politics. He especially loved sports and music. As a child, he 
learned to play the violin by ear, and in later life, learned 
to play by note. I well remember his playing "Leather 
Britches," Chicken Reel, "Sally Goodin" and many other 
square dance pieces, 0 as I was growing up. Jeff married your 
Great Grandma, Georgeanne Dillard in 1883. When they were 
married, James J. gave them one hundred and sixteen acres of 
land and a mule. Jeff built a log cabin, consisting of a large 
main room, with a kitchen on the back, and a mall bedroom on 
the front, with front porch running the rest of the way across 
the front. Jeff, not realizing he was doing so, built his house 
partly on land his Father had given to his Brother, Lunsford. 
In 1890, and 1891, Jeff built a new home across the Central of 
Georgia Railroad tracks from the log cabin and lived there the 
rest of his life. This home is still in the family. Joe Dean 
Laney, my first cousin, and son of Mattie, Jeff's daughter, 
bought the place and he and family live there. 

Jeff and Georgeanne had a total of seven children of which 
six reached maturity. Your Grandpa, Thomas Jefferson, was the 
first born. The children were Thomas Jefferson, born 1884, 
William, 1886, died young, Homer, born 1888, Mary born 1890, 
Lula Belle, born 1892, Mattie Lee, born 1894, and Robert 
Henry, born 1897. Uncle Homer married Leila Jones, and lived 
and reared his family in Brundidge-, Alabama, about twelve 
miles north of Anton. Uncle Homer was reported to be the best 
automobile mechanic in the area. Mary married George H. Hazen, 
and they had no children. Aunt Mary is 92 at this writing. 
Aunt Mary was a graduate nurse and was the head of the school 
of nursing for. many years at a hospital in Troy, Alabama. 
After Aunt Mary married Uncle George they lived in Florida for 
several years, and when Uncle George died, Aunt Mary bought the 
old homeplace (Jeff's) from the rest of the children. She fixed 
up the place and added to it and lived there until a couple of 
years ago(about 1980). At that time she elected to move to a 
nursing home in Ozark, Alabama. Aunt Mary is a real advocate 
of family roots and has worked many years on the "Deans". At 
this time, I am completing a large volume of family statistics 
she worked on and I hope 
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to put the book into the Archives in Montgomery, Alabama, 
for Aunt Mary in 1983. 

Aunt Lula married William E. Patterson, and they reared 
their family in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Aunt Mattie married Jay 
Laney, and they reared their family in Anton, Alabama. Aunt 
Mattie is 88 years old at this writing. 

Uncle Robert married Vida Weaver, and they reared their one 
son in Montgomery, Alabama. Uncle Robert and Aunt Vida live in 
Anton and Uncle Robert is 85 years old at this writing. All of 
Jeff's and Georgeanne's children grew into honorable, highly 
respected and industrious citizens. Thomas Jefferson, your 
Grandpa, , we will talk a lot about later on. Your Great 
Grandpa, Jeff, was a farmer in the real sense of the word. As 
far as I know, he devoted his entire life to farming. As a young 
man, he helped build the church and school in Charlton, and 
truilt his own houses after marriage, but his major efforts were 
on the farm. Jeff was a good farmer, and provided well for his 
family. In the latter years of life, Jeff had share croppers or 
tenant farmers who used his land. As a boy, I can remember 
Grandpa having numbers of bales of 'cotton stored in his barn, 
and all during the 1930s, he used them to keep from mortgaging 
his place, because of depression in the economy at the time. 
Jeff developed a special grade of long staple cotton, and he 
marketed seed from this cotton to other farmers. I remember a 
lot of special things about Grandpa, as I was growing up. I used 
to sit on his front porch in a glider swing with him for long 
periods of time, while he fed his pet squirrels by hand. He had 
one special he called "Betty", that would go into his pockets 
for nuts. I would guess that Betty raised a hundred or so little 
ones in the big oak trees in his front yard. I well remember one 
particular thing that happened. Grandpa had an old double 
barrelled 10 gauge shotgun he kept in a closet in his bedroom. 
This gun had been his Father , James J's. goose gun. He would 
never let me touch that gun. Anyway, one afternoon Grandpa was 
gone someplace and I slipped the gun out and an old black powder 
shell off the shelf and carried them out behind the barn. I put 
the shell in the gun and shot at a crow. I wished I hadn't, for 
the gun "kicked" me so hard, it knocked me completely down. I 
thought for several days my shoulder was broken. I told Grandpa 
about it years later. He said he already knew about it, because 
Aunt Penny, Grandpa's second wife, had told him. Anyway, that 
ended that. When I was going squirrel hunting, he always told me 
what "head" I could find squirrels in and cautioned me not to 
shoot any near the house, because of his pets. Jefferson J. was 
an emotionally conservative type person, and did not extend 
himself too far, or "let his hair down", so to speak. Grandpa 
always had a distinct air of authority about him, that made one 
keep a certain distance from him, emotionally and physically. We 
grandchildren knew without question that he loved us and we 
loved him too. He just had a certain aloofness or way of keeping 
you at arms length, if that is the words for it. Grandpa was 59 
years old, when I was born, 
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and by the time I was old enough to remember much, he probably 
was more conservative for age sake to protect himself, although 
other family members say that he was always that way. 

Jeff was well respected by his fellow man and his 
honesty was never questioned. He was civic minded and very 
interested in the public affairs of his community, 
government, and church, and supported them. However, he was 
not a joiner, and refrained from holding any public office, 
althoughthe did serve on the early city council of Anton for 
a short period. Jeff loved baseball and kept up with it. When 
I was a boy, he had a little table model radio that was 
powered by battery, and he was diligent in listening to the 
news, baseball, and the "Grand Ole °prey." 

Georgeanne, Jeff's wife, and your Great Grandma, was the 
daughter of Crawford C. and Mary Briley Dillard. Crawford was 
born in Geofgia, in 1837, and Mary probably was born in North 
Carolina, before her parents moved to Georgia, or born right 
after they moved to Georgia. Georgeanne was born November 5,1862, 
in Dale County, Alabama, near Ozark. Georgeanne was three years 
old before she saw her Father, Crawford, since he was away fight-
ing in the Civil War, when she was born. When he returned home, 
Georgeanne, since she had never seen him, remembered all her life 
that she was afraid of him for a while after his return. She was 
the fourth child born to Crawford and Mary Dillard. Aunt Penny, 
Grandma's sister, later to become my Step Grandmother, was the 
seventh child of Crawford and Mary. Georgeanne was one of eleven 
children reared to adulthood by Crawford and Mary. Georgeanne 
loved company in her home, however, she was somewhat of a 
homebody, and did not participate very much in social affairs of 
the community. Grandma loved her grandchildren and spent a lot of 
time with them, especially, the oldest grandchild, my Sister, 
Annie Catherine (Kitty) Dean. Georgeanne went to school only a 
few months in her childhood, however, she read well and wrote 
quite a good hand. She was hospitable and opened her home to the 
preacher and politicians coming to Charlton at that time. 
Georgeanne was a good Mother and wife and reared her children 
well. Grandma died in 1924, at the age of 62 years. Jeff, in 
later years, married Geofsgeanne's Sister, my Aunt Penny Dillard 
Metcalf. Aunt Penny had-reared her family and lost her husband. 
She, and Grandpa seemed real happy the rest of his life. Aunt 
Penny was a good cook and always had "tarts", cake, or other 
goodies in the safe, ready to eat. She looked after the grand-
children. For many years, the Dean reunion was held at Grandpa's 
house, and the eats, you wouldn't believe! Another yearly thing I 
remember well, was "hog killing" time, each winter at Grandpa's 
house. A few times, I ate too much fried sausage patties, 
tenderloin, biscuits, and sugar cane syrup during the day and 
paid the price. I have fond memories of my Grandpa and his home 
and I am sure that they played a big part in my developing life. 
To this day I can in my mind's eye, see your Great Granddad 
walking down the Central of Georgia Railroad tracks, headed to 
the store or town. It is a pleasant memory. Jefferson J. died May 
4, 1946, at age 84. Both Jeff and Georgeanne are buried in Anton 
cemetery. 
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In summary, Jefferson J. in some ways was much like his 
people before him. In other ways, he was a very different type 
man. Like James J. and Elijah, he was an honorable man, and his 
word was his bond, He provided well for his family and brought 
his children up with a strong sense of moral obligation to life 
and fellow man. He was very different in other ways. Elijah and 
James both were speculative, organizers, pushers to get things 
moving and done their way, and wanted more from life than just 
a living. Jeff took the land his Father, James gave him, built 
his house there, reared his family, and lived and died there. 
He was a very conservative person as for as hitting life, 
outside of his home and farm, with both fists. I am by no means 
saying that Jeff was not ambitious or industrious. He just 
lived within his farm and family boundries and put his major 
effort to doing well within those confines. I must say he did 
it well. He was a shrewd manager of what he had and never over 
extended himself. When the great depression came along, and 
multitudes were losing everything they had, Jeff never 
mortgaged his holdings or lost anything through foreclosure. 
Grandpa was a gentleman always, strong willed and stood ready 
to defend what he believed in, as did his fathers before him. 
Perhaps Jeff's conservative attitude for speculation in life 
was generated by his coming up during the reconstruction 
period, after the Civil War of perhaps not. His rather non-
competative nature may have been a result of the times. Jeff 
did not like to be crossed and as a result, did not often place 
himself in a competative position with people outside of the 
family, or perhaps it was just the type of life style he chose. 
Which ever way it was, Grandpa seemed well adjusted and happy 
with his life as he lived it. I would say Jeff J. was content 
to live life with as few ripples being created as possible. I 
am thankful that he lived in a country where he could make his 
own choice and enjoy it. Jeff left us a lot of pleasant 
memories, a way of life and lifestyle to be proud of. His moral 
values and leadership in family left all of us a heritage that 
adds tremendously to our own lives, Grandpa was a very highly 
respected member of his community. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
PART 5 

THOMAS JEFFERSON DEAN 

Thomas Jefferson (Tom Jeff) was the son of Jefferson J. 
and Georgeanne Dean and was my Father and your Grandpa. He was 
affectionately known by his grandchildren as "Big Daddy". Tom 
Jeff was the first born to Jeff J. and Georgeanne and was born 
October 26, 1884, in what is now Anton, Alabama. 

Tom Jeff lived in the log cabin built, by his Father in 
1883, until he was about six or seven years old. At that time 
he moved into the new home across the Central of Georgia Rail-
road. He lived there with the family until grown. 

Tom Jeff went to school long enough to become very proficient 
in reading, writing and arithmetic (3 Rs), and had a very 
beautiful handwrite, and was most proficient at math. He enjoyed 
and profited from the skills he had learned in school for his 
entire life. In January, 1910, at the age of 25, he married Hattye 
Forbes Bryan, my Mother and your Grandma, (Granny). Hattye was the 
daughter of Allen William and Catherine Mills Bryan from 
Clayhatchee, Alabama. More about your Granny later. 

Tom Jeff farmed in Dale County for several years after 
marriage and did some carpentry work on the side. He also worked 
some with Mr. Henry Jernigan in his peanut picker factory. Some 
of his carpentry work, during that period of life, was building 
section houses for the Central of Georgia Railroad. 

After they married, Tom Jeff and Hattye lived for a while 
in a log cabin on Jeff J.'s farm and just south of his Father's 
house. Their oldest child, Annie Catherine, was born there Nov. 
5, 1910. Sometime around 1912 or 1913, Tom Jeff bought the old 
Pitman boarding house in Charlton. This was the same house that 
his Grandfather, James J. had given land to Mr. Pitman, on 
which to build a boarding house in the 1800s. 

Tom Jeff and Hattye were living in this house with their 
oldest child, Annie Catherine, and new born daughter, Mary 
Forbes, when a September storm destroyed the house beyond re-
pair. I remember well the details my Mother and Dad told about 
that storm. After Mary Forbes was born, in fact she was six days 
old, at the time, Mama had some health problems and was still 
confined to bed. Mom said that storm rather suddenly came up and 
started blowing parts of the house away. She was in a bed in a 
front room, and said she could see bricks falling down the 
chimney in her room, as the house was being torn apart. 
Everything, except the room she was in was torn down by the 
wind, While she was still in the house. However, that one room 
was left standing long enough to get her out. Just after they 
got Mama out, the storm blew that room down too. A miracle? 

Tom Jeff then bought the E.R. Phillips house in Charlton 
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and moved his family there. I was born in the E.R. 
Phillips house in 1921, and was the last of the bunch. 

About 1924, Tom Jeff joined forces with a Mr. Cumbie, 
from Ozark, Alabama, who was a building contractor. From then 
until sometime during the great depression, they built the 
school at Anton, the high school at Clayton, Alabama, an annex 
to Salters Hospital in Eufaula, Alabama, and several large homes 
there. They built a school at Abbeville, Alabama, and an annex 
to the high school there, and a complete grammar school in 
Bay Minette, Alabama. They built experiment stations at Fairhope 
and Marion Junction, Alabama, and a high school at Frisco City, 
Alabama. 

When the depression came, everything went nil, including 
the building trades. Pop used about every thing he had to pay 
his men to finish the job he had going rather than leave an 
unfinished project. 

Tom Jeff then returned to farming at the old homestead 
at Anton, parked his car and trucks to rust away, since there 
was no money for gas to run them, and farmed until 1941. 

When things began to pick up, after the depression, he 
did some building on a part time basis, along with farming. 

In 1941, he bought the old Payne general store at the 
forks of the roads 231 and 51 near where his Grandfather, James 
J. had lived, and the town of Deanville, Charlton and all 
thereafter began. Daddy operated this store until his death in 
1975. 

I would say that he spent some of his happiest times there. 
He loved people and he was in contact with a lot of them at 
that place. 

Tom Jeff never got the love of the land out of mind or 
the soil from under his finger nails. He loved Mother earth, 
as much as had those before him, and always had a large garden 
growing. In fact, he had a garden going the year he died at 
91 years old, and I dug a bushel or two of irish potatoes after 
he was gone. He loved to watch things grow. Even in his 90s, 
Pop did most of his gardening by hand, with a hoe. 

Tom Jeff also loved to do things with wood, and in his 
building days, he could do well any one of the various trades, or 
tasks, associated with contracting. He was good at estimating, 
planning, bidding, buying and the other tasks necessary to get 
contracts and get the work done. I guess Dad had some kind of 
little building projects going up until he died. He did beautiful 
work. 

Now back to earlier years. Tom Jeff, Hattye, and Annie 
Catherine lived in the old E.R. Phillips house until about 
1945. At that time they built a new home just across highway 
51 from "his store" and moved there. This home was just across 



the road and within sight of the old James J. homeplace in 
Charlton. We kept the old home, where I was born, until late 
1982, when we sold it. 

The new home was convenient to the store, and I can, and am 
sure you children can, remember your Big Daddy making the trip 
back and forth across the road many times a day. That store was 
the first place you kids headed, when we got to his house, if he 
was over there at the time. If he was at the house, it didn't 
take much of an excuse for you to head him that way. I wonder 
just how many pounds of "porgy bait" you ate at his store, 
during your childhood? 

Tom Jeff's wife, Hattye, died February 18, 1975, at 
age 93, and Tom Jeff died June 20, 1975, at age 91. Both 
are buried in Anton cemetery. 

At this point, I want to squeeze in a little extra about 
your Granny, Hattye Forbes Bryan, before telling you about their 
children. Hattye was born April 26,1882, in Daleville, Alabama, 
to Allen William and Catherine Kizabeth (Callie) Mills Bryan, and 
was the last of seven children. The oldest was Frank A. born 
March 25, 1866, next Alma S. born August 6,1867, Wiles Wilks 
Booth born Dec. 18, 1871, Pomeroy Mark born Oct. 3, 1873, Charlie 
Abudy born May 11, 1877, Robert Wesley Born Feb. 22, 1879, and 
last Hattye Forbes. 

Hattye also had two half brothers and two half sisters, 
by an earlier marriage of her Father, Allen William to Saphronia 
Alabama Bryan. Saphronia died in 1865. Hattye's half brDthers 
and sisters were, Santie Hardings (Bud Jake), born April 17,1847, 
Lindon Nickols (Bud Nick) born April 1, 1850, Winnifred Matilda 
(Sister Winnie) born July 20,1855, and Mary Marable (Sister 
Mary) born July 9,1859. 

Allen William's Mother was named Winnefred. The name Bryan 
was originally O'Brien in Ireland. According to family history, 
they first came to Connecticut, or that area, and about the time 
they left there, the name was changed to Bryan. 

One of my favorite uncles was Wiles, Mama's older brother. 
Uncle Wiles lived in Clayhatchee, Alabama, and from time to 
time stayed with us when I was growing up. I dearly loved to 
hear him tell about his early life, and of course, Mama's. He 
used to declare that Hattye was the best "Waltzer"(dancer) in 
that part of the country, and Mama said the same about him. 
They danced together a lot when they were growing up. 

Grandpa, Allen William, died before I was born, in 1902. 
Callie, Grandma, died when I was 3 years old, in 1923. She was 
living with Mom and Dad in Anton at the time. She is buried in 
Anton cemetery. 

Hattye was a homebody type person, and a devout believer 
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in the power of God, an excellent wife and Mother, and tended 
her family well. She attended school enough in her youth that 
she was very accomplished in reading and writing. In fact, she 
should and could have been a professional writer, had she chose 
to. 

Hattye, all her life, kept up with current events and was 
very knowledgeable in most any subject. Although, Mama never 
studied music formally, she could play a tune on any instrument 
she touched. She was adept at sewing, and in her life time made 
many, many beautiful quilts and such. She Quilted one for each of 
you kids, when you were small. She loved to raise a big garden, 
and always canned and put up enough for the winter from her 
garden. She also kept a yard full of chickens and had milk cows 
around. Mama did not mind hard work. She also loved flowers, and 
kept the yard full of them. In fact, she had the local reputation 
of having quite a "green thumb". 

Hattye was a very generous and kindhearted person. As 
long as she was able, I don't think she ever failed to go take 
care of the sick in the community, and they certainly called 
on her. Dt_ng the depression years, the roads and railroads 
were full of people, hunting something to eat and work. I be-
lieve Mama managed to feed every hungry person that came by 
our house. She never turned them away hungry. 

Hattye, most surely, had pride in herself and her family 
and instilled a high degree of pride, moral fiber, integrity 
and love of God in her children. She was a good Mama and Gran-  
ny and gave much to our lives. I will say one thing for her. 
Mama did not hesitate to use that peachtree switch on my legs and 
rear to emphasize she meant business about important things 
either. 

Three children were born to Tom Jeff and Hattye. The old-
est, Annie Catherine, born November 5,1910, and affectionately 
known by her family and friends as Kitty. 

Kitty grew up in Anton, and graduated from high school 
there in 1927. She attended Troy State College one year, trans-
ferred to, and attended Bob Jones College in Panama City, Fla., 
one year. After completing the year at Bob Jones, she received 
her teaching certificate, and taught in Florida, until 1933. At 
that time, Kitty moved back home to Anton, and started teaching 
there. She taught school at Anton from 1933, until June of 1975, 
for a total of 42 years there or a total of 43 years overall. 
Kitty went on to school after returning to Anton and received 
her B.A. in education from the University of Ala., in 1941. Then 
in 1954, she received her Masters at Auburn University in 
Alabama. Kitty was a very dedicated teacher. I dare say more 
students from her classes, percentage wise, went on to complete 
college themselves than from most any teacher you could find. 
She is very active in her Church, and has held many teaching 
positions and other offices there. She also has been an active 
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member of Alpha Kappa Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society of 
Dale County, and was its President for two years. She has been 
active in co-educational associations during all of her pro-
fessional life, having served as President for three different 
terms. She has worked at and held offices in too many other 
things to include in this book. Kitty lived at home with Tom 
Jeff and Hattye and took loving care of them in their latter 
years. She never married and was and is extremely dedicated to 
family, friends, church and community. Since retirement in 1975, 
she has toured all but two states, Alaska and Hawaii. Kitty also 
toured Europe during this time. Kitty was eleven years old, to 
the day, when I was born and just about half reared me. She even 
taught me in school for two years, which I thought then were the 
toughest two years I had. If I didn't get with it at school, I 
"got it" when I reached home. Really though, in thinking back on 
it, I enjoyed it and I do know I benefitted much from her 
teaching. If the truth were known, I spect she had a harder time 
at it than I did. Kitty still lives in Anton, and is yet active 
in about anything you can name. 

The second child born to Tom Jeff and Hattye was Mary 
Forbes, born in 1916, Mary also grew up in Anton, and graduated 
from high school there. Mary attended Troy Normal College and 
received her diploma while it was a two year college. After 
graduation, she taught in the public school in Florala, 
Alabama, where she met and married Royce Hooten. Royce was a 
John Deere farm machinery dealer in Florala. Royce died of heart 
failure in 1973, and is buried in Florala. Mary Forbes still 
lives in Florala at this time. Mary and Royce had six children 
of which five reached adulthood. The first child, Shirley Ann, 
died at 5i months old. Five sons were then born to them. Byron, 
the oldest, was born in 1941. Byron graduated from the Air Force 
Academy, and is now a Lt. Col0 in the Air Force. He and 
Charlotte, his wife, have two sons. Byron is a career officer 
and pilot and has received many citations for service. 

The second son, Thomas Fletcher, was born in 1942, Tommy 
received his Masters Degree in Psychology from Auburn Univer-
sity and since has become a career officer in the Air Force. 
Tommy and Emily, his wife, have three sons. 

The third son, Ronald (Ron) was born in 1944. Ron received 
his Master's degree at "Old Miss." and his Doctor's degree in 
music in Memphis, Tennessee. Ron, at this writing is band 
director at Birmingham Southern in Alabama. Ron and Patricia 
(Pat), his wife, have one son. 

The fourth son, John Porter, was born in 1947, John att-
ended college at Troy State, but before finishing, joined the 
Air Force, and has become a career non-commissioned officer. 
John is presently stationed (in the Air Force Navy) at Eglin 
Aar Force Base, Florida. John and Marsha, his wife, do not have 
any children at this point in time. 
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The fifth son, Joe, was born in 1954. Joe gladuated from 
Troy State University with a degree in music. Since graduation 
Joe has been band director at Richburg High School in Crest-
view, Florida. Joe and Shelly, his wife do not have any child-
ren yet. 

The third and last child born to Tom Jeff and Hattye was 
Thomas Herbert (me). I will tell you more about him later. 

Now, back to Thomas Jefferson Dean. To begin my summary of 
Tom Jeff, my Dad, I want to say first, that he was about the 
most gentle natured person I ever knew. I fully believe that he, 
never in his whole life, intentionally "wronged" another person 
or animal. He loved them all and respected them. To say the 
least he "whipped up on me" a number of times, not enough, I 
must say, but never in a harsh manner or loud voice. I just knew 
he had been there. 

Tom Jeff had a love for the land as had his Grandfathers, 
but, he was also very intelligent, had a desire for knowledge, 
and wanted to do other things in life besides farm, when he 
reached manhood. 

Tom Jeff did not get to go as far in school, as he would 
have liked. He and his brother, Homer, the two oldest, had to 
quit school and work on their Father's farm. As a result the 
younger children were then able to go on to higher education, 
even though Tom Jeff and Homer couldn't. 

Dad had a great ambition as a builder in the 1920s, and 
had not the big depression come along, there is no way to know 
how far he would have gone in the trade. He was good at it. Dad 
was about forty five years old when it happened and for many 
years there was nothing much doing in that trade. The de-
pression and its effects lasted for many years and I feel for 
sure, that at his age, it put a heavy damper on his ambition in 
that field, as far as zest for life is concerned, it did not 
hinder that. He had a strong love of life, and it lasted until 
his death. 

Your Big Daddy had one of the best memory banks I have 
ever seen. Be never forgot a face or name that went with it, 
and had instant recall on it. He missed me, I suspect, with 
the memory recall gene for names, but I think it reached you, 
Larry, and your daughter, Stacy. You both are blessed with 
excellent memory recall. Not to say the rest of you did not 
get your fair share. All of you are well blessed in that area. 
To keep the record straight, I realize that memory ability is 
mainly developed froma good mind and effort. Some just seem to 
address their memory bank easier. 

Tom Jeff was an honest, honorable, highly respected man. 
He was very intelligent and loved knowledge and he gained an 
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awful lot of it in his life. Tom Jeff was gentle natured and 
tended not to be aggressive to other people, although, he was 
a bit determined and would certainly argue and defend his be-
liefs when necessary. I feel that unprogrammed circumstance in 
his life and possibly his rather low level of aggressiveness 
toward life may have kept Dad from doing as many of the things 
in life as he would have liked to do. 

He certainly had the mental and Physical ability to do 
them, had he chose to do so. Again, it boils down to the 
choice we as individuals make concerning the direction of our 
lives, and what we do with them. 

Tom Jeff loved his family, and especially his wife of 65 
years, Hattye. In the last few years of her life, he would not 
get very far from her, since he felt she might need him for 
something. Tom Jeff was a blessing to all of us, and Daddy 
enriched all of our lives, and certainly carried the pride, 
honor and integrity of the Deans from past generations to us. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
PART 6 

THOMAS HERBERT DEAN 

I am the only son of Thomas Jefferson and Hattye Forbes 
Bryan Dean. I am also the fifth generation away from Richard 
Dean, who is the beginning of this book. 

I was born the fifth of November, 1921, in Anton, Ala-
bama, and my place of birth was about 200 yards, or so, from 
the old homeplace of James J. Dean and the beginning of Dean-
vile. I grew up there, with the exception of brief periods of 
living in Fairhope, Frisco City, and Bay Minette, Alabama, 
While Pop was contracting, prior to the depression. 

I have a lot of good memories of Anton and my early life, 
and also a few that did not seem so good at the time. 

Anton was a small town and not much to do unless you 
created something. This was especially true during my years from 
about 9 to 15 years old. This was about the worst period of the 
depression, and there was very little money to do with. The 
things I am talking about were, both material and social that 
cost money but, so help me there were plenty of things to do 
with an active mind. In looking back to those years, I am 
absolutely sure they were really good for me, in many ways, 
especially so in helping me to develope creative thought 
processes. 

First of all, those years made me hungry for progress and 
better things in my life. I did not want to stand still, and I 
developed a very healthy attitude concerning what I wanted to 
do with my life. Since material things were few, I had to make 
or improvise the things I needed or wanted. That period of 
life taught me to make my head and my hands work together, and 
made me realize that I could do anything I wanted to, if I 
believed, wanted to bad enough, and was willing to put the 
time and effort needed to do it. Developing that positive at-
titude, has benefitted me more than any other one single bit 
of knowledge I have gained in life. It has provided me with a 
very high level of confidence in myself and my ability to use 
mind and body to do the things I needed or wanted, confidence, 
that if I failed in one direction, because of my attitude or 
the method I employed, there was always a thousand other 
directions and ways to try. What I am trying to say is that 
coming up during the trials, tribulations and the struggles of 
people in this period of my life gave me the opportunity to be 
in the same "boat" our forebears were, as they progressed 
across the south to my time and place. This period generated a 
need and a deep desire to make things better in my world. 

I grew up wanting to know how everything was made and how 
it worked and in this vein, I have been accused many times of 
taking the world apart and putting it back together again to 
find out. At any rate, I reached "grown" with a head full of 
healthy attitudes and desires about living my life. 
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When I was a growing boy, Dad still had all of his building 
tools and plenty of wood and nails around. Believe me, I put 
them to work building things for me. My Grandpa Dean still had 
his blacksmith shop for the farm and my Great Uncle Willie 
Dillard had a big one down town. Uncle Willie did a little of 
everything for every body in that shop. I made several wagons, 
scooters, and other things for "me", as well as helping Uncle 
Willie make and repair wagons, wheels, plows, and about any-
thing else you could name. Of course, much of my time was spent 
turning the blower for the forge or turning the grinding rock 
or holding something, but it "put me there" and I could see how 
things were done. When I was twelve or thirteen years old, 
Uncle Willie let me make a pump cart for myself, even down to 
heating the metal rods in the forge, and shaping them into the 
axels on the anvil. You can imagine what this did to my self 
esteem. A year or so later, I took the front wheels and axel 
from Dad's Model T. truck, he had parked during the depression, 
and made me a "Hoover" cart, pulled by a horse. Joe Laney and I 
rode that thing hundreds of miles in the fields and woods. I 
also made me a boat out of Pop's special twelve inch wide 
cyprus boards one time. You can bet I caught heck for that. 

Uncle Willie knew how much I loved doing things and he 
taught me a lot. I loved Uncle Willie and spent as much time as 
I could in his shop. I also spent a few happy hours with my 
Great Uncle Lunsford Dean. Uncle Lun was my Grandpa Dean's 
brother, and for years, he operated the old James J. Dean grist 
mill. Uncle Lun, several times, let me help him recut the groo-
ves in the meal grinding stones (mill rocks). We did this with 
a chisel and mall. Working with him on the mill, gave me a 
chance to see how "that mill was made and worked". The mill 
rocks were turned by an "undershot" water wheel. Bet I made a 
million "flutter" mills along then, and played with them in the 
creeks. I helped shuck and shell many an ear of corn to take to 
Uncle Lun's mill to grind into meal. 

During this period of my life, I spent a lot of time in the 
woods and I developed a great love for the forrests and all 
nature. This love of nature has given me uncountable pleasures 
all of my life. I learned to play a guitar, by ear, in my youth 
and continued playing until after I married your Mom. I enjoyed 
music and learned to love all types, including classical 
through some types of rock. My preference is country, pop and 
classical. Music has given me many hours of pleasure in life. 
Many other pleasant memories remain but are too long to include 
in this book. 

I graduated from school at Anton High and soon after 
Joined the Marine Corps. I completed basic training at Paris 
Island, S.C., and was selected from the group to transfer to 
another facility in the U.S. I was fortunate since, as far as 
i know, the rest of my boot camp buddies were shipped to the 
South Seas as replacements in the World War IT fight with 
Japan. Anyway, I was transferred to the Marine Honor Guard at 
the Naval Academy in Maryland. 
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Not many weeks after transfer to Annapolis, we were having 
a ship evacuation drill one morning and I was knocked loose 
from the top of a landing net. In the fall I injured the arch 
in both feet and this resulted in a stay in the naval hospital, 
and finally medical discharge. It took a year or so for the 
feet to get back to near normal, but they did. 

I returned to Ariton, after discharge, for about one month. 
During that time, I applied for and received admittance in a 
Radio-Electronics school at Troy State Normal, Troy, Alabama. 
This was right up my alley, for I had been very interested in, 
and tinkered with this field ever since electricity and radio 
came into my world, as a youth. This school was sponsored by the 
war department, and immediately after graduation, I was 
transfered to Brookley A.F.B. in Mobile, Alabama. I worked in 
electronics at Brookley for about three years at tbal; time. 
During the three year period I also opened two radio and T.V. 
sales and service stores in Mobile. As the war began to cool, I 
left Brookley so I could spend full time operating my shops. 

I married your Mother, DeEtta Elizabeth Clemmer, on July 
14, 1946. DeEtta was from Loudon, Tennessee, and the daughter 
of Carl and the late Sarah Elizabeth Olemmer. DeEtta had com-
pleted the Radio-Electronics school in Troy and came to 
Brookley to work also. But more about your Na later. 

I continued in business for "me" until 1951. At that 
time, we had you two children, Sharon and Larry, had bought 
our home in Westlawn sub-division, and were doing O.K. 

In late 1950, a rather severe economic depression came into 
being , and it brought lean times for people. We were making it, 
but things were kind of tight, so I made the decision to return 
to Brookley and also keep my store. I kept the store going for 
five or six hears, working about sixteen hours a day, six days a 
week, until I felt I had adequate security for my family.At that 
time, I decided I was missing too much of my family, and closed 
shop. 

I continued with my career in civil service at Brookley 
A.F.B. until January, 1966, at which time the base began to 
phase out. During my years at Brookley, I attended every school 
I could squeeze in. Most of the schools were work related , and 
some were in other fields. One of these schools resulted in me 
getting a full years credit in psychology at the University of 
Ohio. Over the years, I accumulated enough courses that they 
were about equivalent to an electronic engineering degree. 
Most of my years in Civil Service, were spent in the electro-
nic engineering and management fields. I was very fortunate 
that my livel7lhood was also my hobby and I enjoyed every 
minute of it. 

After transferring from Brookley to Warner Robins, A.F.B. 
Ga., in 1966, I continued to go to school every chance I got. 



The latest one, I received a certificate of graduation from 
advanced courses in solid state physics and devices at Biloxi, 
Miss, in 1977. So like those before me, I love the acquisition 
and retention of knowledge, and will do my best at it until 
the final lid is nailed down. 

To get back to my tale, we moved from Mobile to Perry, Ga., 
in 1966, and had a house built on Pineneedle Dr. there. I 
continued my career at Robins from then until March of 1979, 
when I retired, after 31i years of it, to do other things with 
my life. 

In 1974, Mom and I built us a new dream home out in the 
country from Perry and sold the place in Perry. A move we have 
enjoyed to the utmost. Here, we have several acres, which is 
enough to let us garden, raise flowers, etc. I still love to 
roam the woods and do so quite often, and your Mom and I spend 
as much time camping and in nature as we can squeeze in, with 
all of our other activities. 

My reasons for retiring, when I did was, not to get away 
from work, but to change my mode of living so we could get in 
all or at least part of the many, many other things we want to 
do in our lives. Believe me, We spend 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year working at it. 

Now to get around to the very best thing that ever happ-
ened to me, "Your Mama", DeEtta Elizabeth (Dee) was born to 
Carl Burnice and Sarah Elizabeth Clemmer in Loudon County, 
Tennessee, September 6, 1924. I want you to know about her 
family, so I am including some of the Clemmer history. 

George S. Clemmer, Dee's Great Grandad, was born in North 
Carolina, in 1821, to John L. Clemmer and ?. John L. was born in 
1798. George married Mary Ann Ensley, who was also born in North 
Carolina, in 1822. George and Mary came across the Smokey 
mountains to Tennessee, in a covered wagon and settled in Monroe 
County, on the Little Tennessee River. George was a very succ-
essful farmer and was an Elder in the Lutheran Church there. 

John Pox Clemmer, Dee's Grandad, was the first of nine 
children born to George and Mary. John Fox was born April 28, 
1852. John married Laura Kiser, also of German descent, who was 
born in Monroe County, Tenn., too. John Fox was a very promin-
ent farmer in Monroe County for many years. In the late 19th 
century, John sold his land in Monroe County, and bought a 
considerable amount of land in Loudon County, near the town of 
Loudon, and moved his family there. 

Carl Burnice Clemmer, Dee's Father, and your Grandpa, was 
the eighth of ten children, born to John Fox and Laura. Carl 
Burnice was born February 20,1892, in Monroe County, before his 
Father moved to Loudon. 
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Before World War I, Carl worked for the Southern Railroad, and 
as the war came along, he was caught up in it. After returning 
home from service in France, during the war, Carl married Sarah 
Elizabeth McGill. Sarah Elizabeth was the daughter of James S. 
and Mary Jacobs McGill. Carl owned considerable land in Loudon 
County, and continued farming, or having it done, until his 
death in 1960. 

DeEtta was one of two children born to Carl and Sarah 
Elizabeth. Her brother, Halbert Burnice (Hal) and his wife, 
Phyllis (Phil), live in Dewey, Arizona. They have one son, 
Leslie, living in California, and one son, Jerry, that was 
killed in a vehicle accident several years ago. Dee's Mother, 
Sarah Elizabeth, died when Dee was about five years old, and Dee 
and Hal were reared by their Father, Carl, who did not remarry 
until they were in high school. At that time Carl married Phoebe 
Bradley Gillespie, who had one son by a previous marriage, John 
Wesley Gillespie. John became a brother to Dee and Hal and a son 
to Carl and is dearly loved by all of us. John and Mary, his 
wife, and their three grown children, Kimberly (Kim), Mike and 
Karen, live near Baltimore, Maryland. Remember all those good 
times we all had camping with the Gillespie bunch for those 
many, many years in the great Smokeys? 

Phoebe was a second Mother to Dee and was your 
Grandma in every way. We all loved her much and she was a 
good wife to Carl. 

According to the Clemmer family legend, the Clemmers first 
settled in America, where the city of Philadelphia, Pa., now 
stands, and the Clemmers, according to the legend once owned 
much of the land where Philadelphia stands. The Clemmers were of 
German descent, and are reported to have started several 
colleges in that area. 

After graduation from school at Loudon High, Dee moved 
to Troy, Alabama, to attend school there. Upon completion, she 
moved to Mobile, Alabama, to work for Civil Service. After 
World War II ended, Dee started working for Sear's Roebuck 
in Mobile, and was working there when we were married. Her 
life from there to now, of course, has paralleled mine. Your 
Mother was and is excellent at, loved mathmatics and had serious 
ambitions of becoming a math teacher. She would have been 
good at it too. Her plans, like mine, were changed by World 
War II, and thank goodness for it, since our lives have certainly 
been enriched and blessed as a result. About a year after 
we moved to Perry, Dee started working with the First National 
Bank of Houston County in Perry and has been with them for 
16 years. She is the head teller/supervisor for the main bank 
in Perry and has training responsibility for the tellers at 
all branch banks in the area. Dee enjoys her work very much, 
but plans to retire in four years, so we can "hit the road" 
with the camper. Dee has always loved her home and family, and 
they always come first. During the growing years of you children, 
she was very active in the Baptist Church and in other activit-  
ies that you participated in. There is one more thing I want 
to say about this lady. Dee has been and is a wonderful Mother 
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a wonderful Grandmother, and the very best wife and compan-
ion a man could have. Your Mother is one of the most 
unselfish persons I have ever known. And now to your story. 

Dee and I have three children, two boys and one girl. 
Each of you know your own story, but I am writing these 
things about you that I want your future generations to 
know, other than by hearsay. 

Sharon Ann, you are the first born and came into this world 
July 17,1947, in Mobile, Alabama. The night you were born, I 
almost didn't get your Mom to the hospital on time. Your Mom 
did not want to stay around the hospital too long, before your 
arrival, so she made me wait until the last instant. You were 
darn near a car baby. I was so excited, that after you were 
born, I lost my hat, and a nurse had to find it for me. You 
came into this world in loud voice and with a "go get em" 
spirit, and thank goodness you haven't lost it. You really kept 
us busy. You completed grammar school at Westlawn, Junior high 
at Phillips, and then high school at Murphy in Mobile, and in 
between you had a good time. You always loved to play, boat, 
ski, camp and go places and you pretty well did them all. After 
graduation from high school, you attended the University of 
Alabama, and received your degree in education. While you were 
away in college, we moved from Mobile to Perry and for a while 
you had mixed feelings about home, between Mobile and Perry. 
After you graduated, you started teaching school at Huntsville, 
Alabama. There you met Jim Barrett from Tupelo, Miss.; you two 
were married, and you worked and sent Jim through hospital 
administrator school. During this time, a very special little 
boy, named Jason Spencer, was born to you. Jason was born April 
28, 1975. After Jim graduated from school, you three moved to 
Columbia, S.C., where you remained for a time before moving to 
Boonville, Miss., and then on to Cordele, Ga., where Jim's job 
took him. While you were in Cordele, a very sweet and pretty 
little girl named Allyson Elizabeth, was born to you. Allyson 
was born May 6, 1979. About that time, Jim walked out on his 
responsibilities to his family, his job, and on the three 
dearest and most important things in his life. But, with all 
the determination, tenacity and drive, which you certainly have 
plenty of, you continued your life "right on", taught school 
and reared your children by yourself for a time in Cordele. 
Then Michael Lee (Mike) appeared in our lives. You and Mike 
were married in 1980, and you were on the winning side again. 
Mike is an exceptionally fine person. He loves Jason and 
Allyson and they love him. He is their Daddy, and a wonderful 
one at that. I daresay, he is a "Daddy" of the caliber that few 
real Fathers live up to these days. Mom and I are very Proud of 
Mike. In September 1980, you moved to Perry, Ga., Where Mike 
works at Pabst Co. and you teach at Perry high school. Mike was 
born and reared in Pineview, Ga., and his Mother and Father 
still live there. His Mama is loved ad called Granny 
Gert" by the children and they call his Dad "Mr. 
Pete". They are fine and honorable people. 
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Sharon, you are a gifted person, determined, talented, extre-
mely dedicated to family and your work and, I feel sure, will 
continue to lead a productive and fulfilling life. You are a 
credit to the family lineage. 

Larry Thomas, you are the second born, and the first of 
two boys. You were born October 19, 1949, in Mobile, Alabama, 
and you were a very pretty little blue-eyed, tow-headed boy. 
You were much like I was in statue, as a boy, not as big as 
your thumb and you, like I, waited until you were half grown 
before really starting to grow. I must say, when you started 
you "got with it". You are now about 6'2" and weigh around 
185 lbs. I guess. you were always quick in action and could 
run like a deer. I used to watch you playing in the field across 
from our house on Potter Drive, with the "big boys", and although 
you were smaller, you stood your ground. If it got too tough, 
I guarentee you could outrun them. You spent your grammar school 
days at Westlawn and then on to Junior high at Phillips. You 
then attended high school until midterm of your 11th year at 
Murphy in Mobile. That is when we moved to Perry, Ga. Larry, 
you always did like to water ski and camp, and I would say 
you did your fair share coming up. After moving to Perry in 
1966, you went on to graduate from Perry High. You adapted well 
to the move from Mobile, and soon had worlds of new friends, and 
enjoyed your new home. In fact you adjusted so well; you goon 
had your Pa busy patching up your car and digging it out of 
creeks and mud holes you stuck it in , along with all those 
other "crazy" things youth tries. Those were good days Larry, 
After high school, you attended and graduated from the two 
year junior college at Middle Georgia in Cochran. You then 
attended Georgia Southern at Statesboro , Ga., majoring in 
business. With about 20 hours or so to go to graduate, you be-
came restless, and decided to try the working world. You worked 
for a while with an engineering firm, as a surveyor in Atlanta, 
Ga. While, in Atlanta, you met and married Teresa Kaney from 
Statesboro, Ga. Teresa was working in Atlanta, at the time and 
you two were married in Statesboro November 27,1971. Teresa was 
born in South Carolina, reared in Statesboro, and is one of 
three children of John and Jean Kaney. John and Jean still live 
in Statesboro, where John is a residential builder. Teresa and 
her family are much loved by Mom and me, and they mean an awful 
lot to us. The two of you worked for a while in Atlanta, after 
you were married, then moved to Statesboro, to join Teresa's Dad 
in the building trades. On January 23, 1974, the first of two 
blessed events happened in your lives. You brought our number 
"1" Granddaughter, Stacy Lynn into this world. 
When Stacy was about a month old you, Teresa and Stacy came to 
stay with us for a few weeks in Perry, while you helped your Pa 
frame in his dream house in the country. That was a pleasant 
time for Mom and me, and we hold grand memories of that new 
sweet little girl in our home. Stacy has and is growing into a 
very beautiful, talented, and sweet young lady these days. 
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In 1975, an economic depression adversely affected the 
building trades, and you and your family moved to Perry, Ga„ 
where you went to work for Pabst Co. You built you a new big 
home in Oak Knolls Sub, division in 1978, and then along came 
your second blessed event. On November 3, 1978, you brought 
Robin Kaney, an extra ordinary, sweet and pretty bunch of girl 
into this world, and I must say that she has been and is a 
great joy to all of us* You continued to work for Pabst until 
1982, at which time you made a decision to return to the build-
ing trades. Production line work has never been your cup of 
tea. You always have loved things that kept you out of doors 
and doing constructive things. It was only natural and good for 
you to return to the type livelihood you love. In Sept., of 
1982, you moved your family to Roswell, just north of Atlanta, 
Ga, where your new job is located. How much Mom and I miss you 
four people in our daily lives. Larry, you have a strong desire 
to really do something with your life, and I have no doubts, 
but what you will make it all come true. You have a beautiful 
family and lots to go for. You are very talented, have the 
great ability to use both your brains and hands together, and 
you will make things happen in your lives. You are very much a 
credit to the Dean heritage. 

Jeffrey Carl, you are the third and last born. You came 
into this world Oct. 26,1953, in Mobile, Alabama. Our friends 
and your Granny said you were born half grown. Course they were 
kidding, but you were always such a little man and always acted 
and talked as if you were much older than you actually were* 
Yournadopted" Aunt Saffie and Uncle Hewett Caldwell, especially 
used to think of you as, and called you "little man". I wonder 
how many "whoppers" your Aunt Saffie gave you as a boy. She 
used to take you to the Burger King on Springhill Ave. at least 
one or two times each week. You were a natural born leader, and 
sometimes you led yourself and your little friends into 
problems, nothing serious, just mischievious, or at least it 
did not turn out to serious. You were so open with everything 
that you told on yourself before someone else could* Remember 
Poncho, your dog? We could always look out and tell where you 
were, because Poncho would always be right there. Sometimes, we 
could not see you for you would be in a hole that you were 
digging to China, but Poncho would be right by the hole. You 
were always my fishing buddy and caught your share of fish. I 
always felt that you were the best bream fisherman around. You, 
Mom and I, along with Sharon and Larry, did a lot of fishing 
together, That was a fun time of life too, as has been all of 
our years. You and Andy Drummond, next door neighbor, had 
enough fun together to last a lifetime. You attended grammar 
school at Westlawn until mid-year of 1966, when we moved to 
Perry, Ga. You did not waste any time getting into the thick of 
things in Perry, and adapted to your new home real fast. You, 
like the other children, never "lacked" for friends and always 
had plenty around. You graduated from grammar school at Perry 
Elementary and then from Perry Junior high. You attended Perry 
High School until the middle of your 11th. Year, when you 
changed to the private school at Westfield. 
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You graduated from there in advanced classes. After graduation, 
you attended West Georgia College at Carrolton, Ga., for one 
year. After completing that year, you decided to join the work-
ing world rather than go to school. As much ability as you had, 
it was hard for Mom and me to reconcile your decision at the 
time, but it was your choice. One little incident that happened 
the year you were at Carrolton, I will never forget. Remember 
the big snow storm? You and that other nut left Carrolton to 
come to Perry, to the snow storm and almost did not make it. 
Almost worried Mom and me to death. When you finally did get 
home, so much ice had formed around the front wheels of the 
Volkswagon, 'Athe wheels could not be turned to get around a 
corner, and one of you had to push the rear end around to guide 
it. You had a ball in that snow, and so did your dog, Saddles. 
After returning home from school, you started working for Piggly 
Wiggly food stores full time. You also helped your Pa cut the 
trees, dig the stumps, clear the land and lay the foundation for 
our new home in the country. You bought your own trailer to live 
in, and you and Debra Lynn Dorminey were married Dec. 13,1975. 
What a lovely and sweet person you added to our family. Debbie 
was born in Cordele, Ga., and reared in Vidalia, Ga., and 
graduated from high school there. She is the daughter of Dean 
and Ann Dorminey, and is the oldest of four children. Dean and 
Ann now live in Jackson, Ga. Dean, Ann, and their family are 
wonderful people and they mean an awful lot to our family. After 
your marriage, you tried about every job that existed, trying to 
find your niche in life. In 1981, you knew what you wanted and 
started your own exterminating business in Stockbridge, Ga., 
near Atlanta. Jeff, you have always been, like me, an 
independent person, loved things of nature and liked things that 
kept you moving. It was only natural for you to choose a 
livelihood where you were your own boss and that would challenge 
you and keep you working at it. Your business, South Side 
Exterminating, is doing well and, you, at this writing are 
staying awfully busy at it. You and Debbie do not have children 
at this point, except your dog, "Smokey", and are both working 
hard to get your own home. Happy day, you got your new home Feb. 
26, 1983. You both love, support and are real active in your 
church for which we are thankful. Jeff, you are very 
intelligent, love knowledge, are very personable, aggressive and 
have the ability to do great things with your life. I am sure 
you will do so. Jeff, you are very much a credit to the Dean 
lineage. 

Now to get back to Thomas Herbert. It is a little difficult 
for me to summarize "me" to say the least. What I am about to 
say is based on my life, my feelings, beliefs and attitudes 
about life, as I have lived it, viewed from behind my eyes, and 
I hope as you see it. I suppose I was born aggressive about 
living my life and getting things done the way I wanted them. I 
am told my Grandma Bryan lovingly referred to me as "Pecks Bad 
Boy", because I got into everything and never stayed still. I 
guess I didn't outgrow it. I am like most of the Deans were 
along the way, very determined and aggressive about my beliefs, 
attitudes, and my methods of getting things done. I do not 
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leave much unturned. You might label it stubborness, but to me, 
stubborn is a term that should be assigned to an animal or 
object that has no thought capacity. Stubborn is a bad word for 
the human being, and is a term too often assigned by one in-
dividual to another, because that person refused to think or 
act as they wanted them to, or as an excuse for not winning an 
argument. Determination and aggressiveness in life are signs of 
inner strength and belief in yourself, and are a valuable 
asset. I hope all of you down the line will always take 
everything you hear, feel, see and experience to task. Do not 
take anything for granted. Think on it, change it, fit it to 
your need and use it accordingly. Never accept life at a stand-
still, since everything is constant change. Just remember, if 
you don't change things to suit you, someone else will change 
em-for sure, and most likely to suit their need and 

not necessarily to fit yours. 

As a boy glowing up on a farm, in the depression years, I 
learned many things about life that I would not have learned 
otherwise. I am very thankful that it was that way. I learned 
to love nature and every thing about it. I am sure I loved the 
earth (soil), as a boy,also, because I recall how pretty I 
thought the fields looked as the crops were growing. How much I 
loved to go to the sugar cane patch and chew cane. How much I 
enjoyed playing on the fresh picked cotton and riding the 
cotton wagon to the gin. Also, I recall how sometimes I 
disliked hoeing the crops, picking cotton or velvet beans, or 
what have you, because they interfered with ballplay or 
something else I wanted to do at the time. At any rate I, like 
my forebears, love the land and feel that I must own, possess, 
live on and till some of it to fill a specific need in my life. 
I suppose land and home fulfills my own particular need for at 
least one element in life that appears to be nailed down and 
firmly located. 

In my early youth, I developed a deep desire to know some-
thing about everything that existed or came my way. That desire 
has never left me. I cannot remember a time in my life that I 
was satisfied for something to "just be there". I fully believe 
there has to be a logical reason for its presence and function. 
I have always had a longing for knowledgg and fully believe 
there is always something new to learn. Heaven help me to not 
ever lose my desire to learn. 

I learned early in life to establish goals, knowing, for 
sure, there would be some I would not reach and knowing I would 
have to make trade offs to reach those that were attainable. I 
have held on to this attitude all my life, believing that if I 
really wanted something, I had to go after it, and not just sit 
back waiting for chance to put it in my lap. Odds are it would 
never have gotten there. 



I have believed that you children were a very important 
part of my life, not just for family propagation, but to fill 
a cavity of life that nothing else could do. God put a special 
love in a child. As a result of this belief, and all of you 
know it is so, Mom and I tried to devote practically every 
minute of our lives, from your birth to grown, to loving and 
caring for you. Those were the most fulfilling years of our 
lives. In studying over 200 years of Dean families, I have come 
to the conclusion this attitude prevailed throughout and that 
this feeling about family has been the main catalyst in gluing 
the family together and in a straight line through the generations. 

I believe that I have been an honest and honorable person 
among my fellow man. I love my Lord, my Church, my family, my 
friends, 'my home, my Country, my life and all of the things put 
here to enjoy. I believe that my life has progressed and has 
been, with due respect to our Lord's blessings, just as I have 
made it according to my own efforts and the influence of those 
around me. I have made my share of mistakes along the way, and I 
accept full credit for my errors in judgments in making them. I 
have always counted my mistakes as learning cycles and believed 
that when mistakes were made they were past, gone and non-
retrievable and I have tried not to make the same one twice. I 
love my fellow man, know that he is an asset to me and enjoy 
sharing part of my time and thoughts with him. I fully believe 
that a person cannot properly function or approach his full 
potential without the influence, close association and compan-
ionship of others as part of his learning cycle and for the 
input of outside factors. However, I also like myself, enjoy my 
own company and need lots of time to myself in order to analyze 
"me", organize my thoughts and bring them into being. 

In looking back at what I have said, I guess I am a rather 
complicated person. I am blessed with a high degree of belief in 
"me" and confidence in my own abilities and capability. I also 
know that this knowledge and belief and its continued dominance 
in my life is fully dependent on how I use and nurture it. I 
also realize that I, like everyone else, have moments of 
negative thought, attitude and behavior. I do not like them, and 
I try my best to stop them short. I am by no means, an egotist 
and I just hope that what I have said to you is not taken as 
such. I simply want to give you a shot at my inner feelings, 
beliefs and my attempts to conduct my life so that you, my 
future generations, can identify and characterize me, as I have 
tried to do with our people before me in this book. 

In umpteen years from now, should some of you start looking 
for Thomas H. and Detta Dean, you will most likely find us in 
Memorial Gardens on Highway 41, just north of Perry, Ga. 

With this, I want to leave you, my future genes, a few 
things I have believed in and adhered to that have helped me 
reach a very high plateau of happiness and enjoyment in my life. 
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They are by no means inclusive, but just more important 
ones to me. 
1. I feel every human being needs to believe in one 
higher power than his own. One that he can accept by faith, 
rather than by his own logic. 

2. I believe that marriage, home and family is the only 
glue strong enough to hold any society together tight enough 
for it to attain the greatness of civilization that it is 
capable of. 
3. I believe that a healthy mind and body has no limits 
on what it can achieve, within the bounds of a free society, 
except those limits we impose on it ourselves by our own will 
or neglect. 

4. I believe in being completely positive and aggressive in 
my thought and action processes in daily life. I do not beli-  
eve negative attitudes, actions or passiveness wins the marbles. 

5. I du not believe in wasting my time and thought energy 
on something that I cannot change. If time elapse does not chan-  
ge it, then I can always go back to look again, if need be. 

6. I do not believe in living in the past. What is past 
is just a memory experience to be used to improve the 
quality of life and the way we go after the future. 

7. I do not believe in superstition, extra sensory percep-
tion or any other illogical figments of the immagination that 
crowd out logic and the acquisition of sound knowledge. 

8. I do not believe in self pity or feeling that everything 
is against me. I believe this is one of the most seVere mind 
crippling diseases and that it places great restrictions on 
mind and knowledge growth and on our ability to accomplish 
things. 
9. I believe there is no such thing as luck. "Luck" is just 
a word and state of mind some hide behind, rather than accept 
the fact, that in most cases, we get out of life just what we 
put into it. I accept the fact that everything happens as a 
result of time and coinsidence and that in most cases I can, by 
choice, change one or more of the factors of coin-sidence to 
make things happen, or not happen, when and how I want it to. I 
also accept the fact that there will be a few times I will not, 
or cannot, change the factors around, because I will not have 
sufficient knowledge of the subject, in advance, to move the 
factors around. This is random coinsidence. 

10. I accept as fact that I must believe in myself first. 
Without this assurance, I would never have the courage and 
drive to begin and finish the things I want to do in my life. 
11. I do not believe in taking my life for granted, if I 
do, life will pass me by without my enjoying it. I realize 
happiness is a state of mind and I alone, with influence of 
others, can make or adjust the factors of my life to higher 
plateaus of enjoyment. 

45 



I have shared my chosen way of life and my personal 
philosophy of life for you to ponder. May you never forget 
that in this magnificent country of ours, America, you have 
the freedom and right to choose your own lifestyle and 
personal beliefs of how you should live it. But please know, 
that what you choose, how you think, and how you act is a 
direct factor in the shaping of the lives of your generation 
and genes you will leave behind someday. Your heritage has 
certainly not left a bad trail for you to follow. Take care. 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD /vC- i 

Wife Husband 

DeEtta Elizabeth Clemmer Name Thomas Herber t Dean 
Leno i r Ci ty Tenn. 9 /6 /1924 Born 11/5/192 Ariton«Ala, 

Mob i l e .A la . 7/14/194<>Married 
7/14/194<i Mobile, Ala, 

Died 

Burial 

Carl Burnice Clemmer Father Thomas Jefferson Dean 

Sarah Elizabeth McGill Mother Hat tye Forbes Bryan 
husband Other 

(»f any) 
fife 

N o t e s ( 1 ) C a r l B. Clemmer mar r i ed Phoebe Bradley frillaspjp ahnnt. 194? 
Sarah Elizabeth died 1929. 
(2) Sharon divorced Barrett in 1979- married Michael Lee Oct.1980 

Happy day; Mike Lee was bnrn Q/??/J9<5Q 
Date married & spouse 

# Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 

Died 

Dav Month Ve 
Where died 

A 1 F Sharon Ann Dean 7/17/4' Mobile. Ala, 
10/6/71 James C.Barrett 1/15/49 Tupelo„ Miss. See note(2) 

— 1 M Jason Spencer 4/28/75 Huntsville^Ala (Wild) 

F Allyson Elizabeth 5/6/79 r.nr-f i&l P ? fra , ( C t i l d ) 

/ 
M Larry Thomas Dean 10/19/49 Mobile. Ala . 

^ 

F 

11/27/71 Teresa J.Kaney 9/23/48 S.Carolina 

Stacy: Lynn 1/25/74 Statesboro.Ga (Ch ild) 

F Robin Kaney 11/5/78 Perry, Ga. LGhXia) 

3 M Jeffrey Carl Dean 

,12/15/75 

10/26/55 Mobile Ala. 

Debra L.Dorminp.y 5/6/54 Cordele.Ga. 

Family records 
By 

Thomas H. Dean 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD /&• *** 

Wife Husband 

Hat tye Forbes Bryan Name Thomas e f fe r son Dean 
D a l e v i l l e . A l a . 4/26/188; Born 1Q/26/18U Aritori iAla, 

1/1Q/191C Married 1/10/191' Dal ev i l l e , Ala, 
A r i t o n . A l a . 2 / 1 8 / 1 9 7 C Died 6/20/197' Ariton; Ala, 

A r i t o n . A l a . Burial Ariton,, Ala . 
A l l en William Bryan Father jeffer.son J. Dean 
Catherine Elizabeth Mills Mother Georgeanne D i l l a r d 

husband Other 
Of any) 

wife 

Notes(-)) A H e n w.Bryan mar r i ed t o Saphronia A. first.*Ehey had 4. c h i l d r e n 

She d ied and Grandpa mar r i ed Grandma (Ca the r ine Mi l i s ) . S e e Thomas J . 

Dean. Ch.TT. p a r t 5 fo r d e t a i l s of A l l e n ' - f i r s t , family 
(2) See Family Gp.no. (J***-) fo r c h i l d r e n of Tfrron,Tommy,and Ron Hooten 

Date married 8c spouse 

// Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day M o n t h Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

lie Annie Catherine Dean 11/5/19' 0 Ariton.Ala. 

2 F Mary Forbes Dean 

2Z 
10/12/1C 16 Ariton.Ala. 

6/58 Royce Hooten 2/22/06 Floraja,Ala. 1/15/75 Florala* Ala, 
Shirley Ann 6/14/59 Florala^Ala. 12/ /59 

2 M Byron Royce Hooten 1/14/41 Fl nral af Ala. 

9/16/671 Charlotte Adams 8/22/45 Mont.. Ala 

5 M Thomas Fletcher Hooten 11/11/42 Florala,Ala. 

8/26/67 Emily Hager 8/10/45 Birmn.j Ala. 

4 M Ronald Dean Hooten 

12/22/7 
11/7/44 

1 Patricia See 6/15/ 

Florala, Ala. 
Clinton.Miss. 

5 M John Porter Hooten 8/50/47 Florala.Ala, 

t1/8/75 Marsha Hughes 8/50/52 Florala, Ala. 

6 M Robert Joe Hooten 1/26/54 T ? l n r a 1 a 7 A 1 . a . 

1SL/22/80 She l ley Wasylik 12/5/ Penn. 

5 M Thomas Herbert Dean 

F 

11/5/21 AritonrAla. 

\ 7/14/46 DeEtta E„ Clemmer 9/6/24 
Sharon Ann Dean 7/17/47 

Lenoir Cty.yPeni 

Mobile. Ala. 

See Thomas H. Gp. 
-~~2 M Larry Thomas Dean 10/19/49 Mobile,Ala. 

Bee Thomas H. Gp. 

3 M Jeffrey Carl Dean 10/26/5? Mobile,Ala. 

See Thomas H. Gp, 

Family Records 
Bv 

Thomas H. Dean 

Form 1 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD Art ? 

Wife Husband 

Georgeanne Dillard Name Jefferson J. Dean 
Pale Co..Ala, 11/5/186;' Born 11/4/186 Dale Co., Ala, 
Dale Co..Ala. 12/27/85 Married 12/27/85 Dale Co..Ala, 
Ariton.Ala. 11/24/19 Died 5/4/1946 Dale Co..Ala. 

Ariton.Ala. Burial Ariton. Ala, 
Crawford Dillard Father James J . Dean 
Mary "Rril ey Mother M a r t h a Ann Mnfree 

husband Other 
(if any) 

wife 

Notes(1) Jefferson J. married Penny Dillard Metcalf (Georgieanne's 

younger sister) in 1926.after Grandma died. Aunt Pennys husband had 

died earlier. 

Date married 8c spouse 

// Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 
Where born 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

Ui Thomas Jefferson 10/26/1884 Dale Co.Al. 6/20/7^ Ariton,Ala. 

1/10/1862 Hattye F.Bryan 1/26/1882 Daleville.Ala.2/18/7 5 AritonfAla. 

M William 1886 Dale.Co.,Ala. Died as infant 

_-L_t Homer 2/20/88 Dale Co..Ala. 6/1/1955 Brundidge.Ald. 

Lela Jones 3/1/1887 Dale C.Ala. 9/27/56 

4-E_ Mary 5/21/90 Dale Co.,Ala. 

1950 George Hazen 1945 Fla. 

5 F Lula Belle 

6_Z 

3/ /1892| Dale Co..Ala Tuscaloosa AL 

6/4/1917 William Patterson 11/ /94 

Mattie Lee 10/26/94 Dale Co..Ala. 

10/25/20 J.M.Laney 11/2/94 Dale Co..Ala. 7/10/62 Dale Co..Ala 

7 M Robert Henry 

7/10/25 

7/6/97 Dale Co..Ala. 

Lou Vida Weaver 10/25/1930 Montg . .Ala . 

B> 

Family Records Thomas H.Dean 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD fft>> 4 

Wife Husband 

Martha ANN McGee 
North Carolina 7/e/1857 

Name 

Born 3/29/1856 Houston Co.,fra 
James J., Dean 

$ U g - n 

/ /1857 Married / /1857 
Char l ton ( A r i t o n ) Ala . 5/9/1911 Died 

Dale Co. , Ala. 

5/5/1902 Charlton ( Ar i ton)Ala 
A r i t o n . A l a . ... 1911 Burial A r i t o n , Ala, 

Richard McGee Father E l i j a h Dean 
Mary Mother Martha Page 

husband Other 
Of any) wife 

Notes 

Date married 8c spouse 

fi Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

1',M L a f a y e t t 8/17/58 Dale C o . , A l a . JLS3SL 

Nealy ? 
2 F Emma A. 10/8/60 Dale C o . , A l a . 3/15/45 .Ari ton, A l a . 

D r . F a y e t t Weed - L a t e r Mr. J e r n i g a n 
5 M Jefferson J. l,1/4/186 2 Dale Co..Ala ,5/4/46 Ariton.Ala, 

12/27/85 Georgeanne Dillard 11/5/62 Dale Co.,Ala. 11/24/25 Ariton. Ala, 
4 M William Lunsford 1/27/66 Dale Co..Ala. 1949 Ariton.Ala, 

Rebecca Davis 1868 .Dale Co.,Ala. 1940 

-L-i. George Barton 4./19/68 P a l p f ! o T A 1 a T 7/11/55 Qal j -Pn-r-nia 

Willie Passmore 

M Robert Elijah 

?> 

12/24/7C Dale Co..Ala. 10/26/52 

Cordelia Barnes 

9 M Thomas Hampton 6/27/76 Dale Co.* Ala. 2/1/55 lark-sonyiHe F 

Catherine Knight 

10 M Richa rd F r a n k l i n 

H 

K 

7,F 

12/1/80 Dale Co . .A la . 1/16/60- Dale On.,A l a . 

Never mar r i ed 
Mary Lula 

i i M 

12/19/72 -Ha. ... Ala 7/25/75 D a l e C o . . A l a , 

Joseph Henry ?/?/)875 Dale Co. , Ala.. V 5 / 7 5 

Family Records Thomas H Dean 

Form 2 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD ^ ^ ' 

Wife Husband 

Martha Page Name El i j ah Dean 
Burke Co, Ga. 1796 Born 1794 Washington Co. Ga, 

Laurens Co. .Ga. j / 27 /181^ Married 9/27/1814 Laurens Co..Ga, 
Dale C o . . A l a . 1874 Died 11/10/58 Dale Co. ,Ala, 

Mt .Ol ive Cem.Dale Co. Burial Mt.Ol ive ,Dale Co. ,Ala, 
Father Richard Dean 
Mother 

husband Other 
Of any) 

wife 

Notes (1) Henry and Elijah Jr.may have been born in Laurens Co..Ga. 
since Eligah Jr. certified in the 1950 Census he was born in Laurens 

Martha may have returned to stay with her folk for the event T 

Date married 8c spouse 

fi Children in order of birth 
B o m 

Day Mon th Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

1 F Rebecca 1/2*. 5/181 |5 Laurens Co.y(ra. 1847 Fiu?cogee.Co.Ga 
9/12/551 Lemuel Cherry 1/14/1Q •N-C, 8/27/85 Ga. 

2 M David V1/1817 Laurens Co ..Gil Ala 

5 F Martha R. 10/7/18 Laurens Co.rGa. abt85 Texas 

x 1P/4/1856 Tomlin W. Reese 1807 Putnam Co.Ga. 

J e p t h a C. 

J M 

3/18/20 Laurens CoffGa .Texas 

2/16/41 Tsabell King m wigs Co.,Ga. Texas 

John 

6_k 

1/10/25 Laurens Co.fGa 

Simeon 5/14/24 Laurens Cc.Ga. Texas 

5/26/44 Ann Willingham 

U* Lunsford R. 

A/1 7 

____. 

1/18/26 Laurens Co.,Jla-. _Texas 

/45 Mary Austin 

Henry 

E 

12/8/27 See note (1) 

Elijah Jr. 

r-L/ia/SQ 
10 k 
nk 
1 2 1 

5/18/29 See note (1) 1816 New Mexico 

C a t h e r i n e Dangford 8 /8 /51 Muscogee, Co. G< 9/15/0. Texas 

Bryan 5/2/1851 Houston Co. rGa. 

Joseph 3/25/55 Houston Co. 

E l i z a b e t h 

15 k 

11/12/54 Houston Co.Tfra.7-/2/L/l 1 p a l e HoT , A l a . 

2/ /1852 George W.Cherry [7/6/1-32 5 Ga. 4/5Q/Q2 

James J . 

Source 
1857 

3/29/56 Hnn.Qt.nn Co . f Gc. • 5 /S /19()2 Dale CQ.Ala 

Martha A. McGee 1/21/M tQEJLb Carolina 

D a l e C o . , A l a . 

1Q1 I D a l e Co 

Family Records 
By 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD */Z. b 

Wife Husband 

Name Richard Dean 
Born 176Q 

Married itbt.17H1 
Died 7/10/18401 Muscogee CO. r Ga. 

Burial ( f lowjChat tahoochee Co.Ga 
Father 

Mother 

husband Other 
(if any) wife 

Notes (-|)j êre m a y h a v e beftn Qther children died young. The ones listed 

were the only ones oonsired in Richard's estate settlement in 1840 
(2) Micajah was oldest. Elijah the youngest.1 am not sure of the 
order of birth of those in between. 
Date married 8c spouse 

If Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

1 M M i c a j a h A b t . 1 7 8 2 A b t . 1 8 4 2 F l o r i d a 

/ . 

\ 

" 2 F D a u g h t e r 

ii 
G.D.High tower 

Tobyah H. Smith 

H K 

( Notft)~ffrhese C h i l d r 

W i n g f i e i d H i g h t o w e r 

_5_E 

n recei led—1/6 th o£-
Richards estate betw sen them. 

M 

Daughter 

Joshua Hightower 

Ransom L. Dean 

5 F D a u g h t e r 

6 M 

James Stuby 

E l i j a h S r . 

Q / 2 7 / 1 8 U M a r t h a Page 

1794 ^^ingt.nn nn. 11/10/1858 Dale Co..Al, 

1796 Ga. Burke Co. 1874 Dale Co..Ala 

Ga. 

Family Records.Richards estate red's. 
1805 Wash.Co. Ga. Lottery. ^ 

B| 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD t/Z. J 

Wife Husband 

Mary Ann B r i l e y 

Muscogee Co.,Ga t 1855 

Name 

Born 

Crawford Dillard 

1852 Muscogee Co..Ga, 
1852 Married 1852 

Ozark. Ala. 1921 Died 1925 Ozark,Ala. 
Burial 

Thomas Able Br i l ey Father John D i l l a r d J r . 

.Pally R e v e l l Mother 

husband Other 
(if any) 

Hiley Watson 
wife 

Notes(1) Thomas Able Briley was born in Penn.in 1806.Died in Ozark.Ala. 

in 1881.Buried inPost Oak Cem. 
(2) Polly Revell was born in No. Carolina in1805.Died in Ozark.Ala. 

in 1884. Buried in Post Oak Cem 
Date married & spouse 

fi Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Ye 

Died 

Day Month Year 

1 F Louisiana 
Tom Knight 

2 M John Thomas 

Pearl Reynolds 

j , F Emma yq~. 

Joe Barnes 
y Georgeanne 11/5/1862 Dale Co,Ala, 11/24/25 Ariton,Ala. 

12/27/8;? Jefferson J.Dean 11/4/62 >/4/46 

5-M. William 
Leila Barnes 

fLM. Clinton 

E l l a Dowllng 
7 F Penny Alabama 

Minus Metcalf (Mote) Aunt Penny was mj s t e p G Ma.See ' Je f f J 

8 F Bannie 
Text 

Buck Mosely 

9 M Ames 
Holly Reese 

in M Abraham 

LL __ 

Ella Hoffman 

Do 1__ 
Lena. Andrews 

Family Records 
By Thomas H. Dean 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD //J*, g 

Wife Husband 

Hi ley Watson 
N a m c John D i l l a r d J r . 

S o . C a r o l i n a 1806 Born 1805 F a i r c h i l d S . C 
1826 Married 1826 

Dal e Co . , Ala . 1896 Died 1861 Dale Co . .A la . 
Center Ridge Cem Burial On h i s farm 

Father John D i l l a r d Sr . 
Mother 

hiichanrl Other 
n u s b a n d (if any). 

wife 

Notes t *-) when Hi ley Watson was on her death bed she instructed her 
children tobury her at Center Ridge because she did not want to be 

buried in the woods like John. Interesting? 
(2) John Dillard Sr. was born in Ireland. 

Date married 8c spouse 

// Children in order of birth 
Born 

Dav Month Year 

Died 

Da% Month Year 
Where died 

IL Su san 3/26/1827 Muscogee Co Ga. 

2 M Tapley Mixon 12/20/29 

Angelina Briley 
? M Crawford G. 6/18/52 1925 .Ozark. Ala, 

1852 Mary Ann Briley 1855 Muscogee Co.Ga.1921 Ozark,Ala 

4-M_—Starling 9/27/54-

1L 

G-ussi e Toml in 

Thomas 2/2/59 

6 M William Tyre 12/12/42 

a. B. 

Emma Martin 

James Elmer 

8 

8/16/46 

Elizabeth Nabors 

Sarah Elizabeth 8/25/48 

Mr.Tomlin 

9 M Pe er 9/?/50 Dale Co** Ala 

Miss Godwin 

Family Records 57 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD /\fc. 

Wife 

9 

Husband 

P o l l y R e v e l l 
N o . C a r o l i n a 

O z a r k , A l a . 

P o s t Oak Cem, 

1805 

1884 

husband 

Name 

Born 

Married 

Died 

Burial 

Father 

Mother 
Other 
(if any) 

Thomas Able B r i l e v 
1806 

1881 

Penn . 

O z a r k . A l a . 

P o s t Oak Cem. 

wife 

Notes 

Date married & spouse 

fi 

n" 
* 

F 

C h i l d r e n in o r d e r of b i r t h 

M a r t h a 

2 F 

M a t t i e King_ 

S a l l i e 

_? 
4 

F 

S t e v e n s 

L i z a 

F 

B i l l H i l l 
Mary Ann 

1852 

5 ,M 

Crawford D i l l a r d 

Kade 

_£_ M 
Marv P h i l l i o s . 

W i l l i a m ( B i l l ) 

_L F An 

Sp ivey 

g e l i n a 

T.M. D i l l a r d 

So—TO 
* - • • — • • 

t 

F a m i l y R e c o r d s 

Bom 

Day Month Year 

1855 

1852 

5S 

W h e r e b o r n 

Muscogee Co.Ga 

Muscogee .Co.Ga 

By 

Thor 

D i e d 

Day M o n t h Year 

. 1921 

, 1925 

nas H. D 

W h e r e d i e d 

O z a r k , A l a . 
O z a r k . A l a . 

ean 

F o r m 2 



FAMILY GROUP RECORD **̂ >* / -

Wife Husband 

Catherine Elizabeth Mills Name Allen William Rryan 
4/9/1845 B o r n 2/14/1827 
6 / 1 7 / l 8 ^ l a r r i e d b / 1 7 / £ 5 

A r i t o n . A l a . 1 /20 /19? Died L/25/190? F l o r i d a 
A r i t o n . A l a , Burial 

F l o r i d a 
Thomas Sidney M i l l s Father 

E l i z a Forbes Mother Winne f red 
husband Other 

Of any) 
rife 

N o t e s ( l ) Al len W.Bryan Was f i r s t mar r ied t o Saphronia Alabama in IR4A 

Saphronia d ied 5 /22 /1865 . They had 4 c h i l d r e n as l i s t e d below. 
(2) Half b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s of Hat tye Forbes Bryan, 

Date married 8c spouse 

fi Chi ld ren in order o f b i r th 
Bo rn 

Day M o n t h Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 

1 M Frank A. 3/25/186 
2/19/1889 Clyde A.Pouney 
2 F Alma S. 
7/10/87 

7/6/1867 

Thomas J . P a t r i c k 
5 M Wiles Wilkes Booth 12/10/71 

4 M Pomeroy Mark 0/50/75 

5 M Charley Abudy 

E 

?/H/77 

Robert Wesley 1/22/IB. 

7 F Ha t tye Forbes 
/10/19-) 

l / ? f V l » R P - n ^ l e i r i l l n Ale 9/1P./7' ; A r i t o n . A l a 

0 Thomas J.Dean 10/26/84 

1 vi .Santie Hardings 1/17/1847 See note #;> 

2 ^ Lindon Nickols 5/1/50 

5 F Winnefred Ma t i l da 7 /20/55 

I Mary Marable 7 /9 /59 

A r i t o n , A l a . 6 /20/75 A-ri t .nn, A la 

Family Records 59 Thomas H. Dean 



FAMILY GROUP RECORD f f o . / / 

Wife Husband 

Sarah Elizabeth McGill Name Carl Burnice Clemmer 

Loudon Co.. Tenn. 8/20/04 Born 2/20/92 Monroe Co..Tenn. 

7/51/20 Married 7/51/1920 Loudon Co..Tenn. 

Loudon Co..Tenn. 9/19/29 Died 1/29/6Q Johnson City.Tenn, 

Loudon Co.,Tenn. Burial 1/51/60 Loudon.Tenn. 
James S. McGi l l Father John Fox Clemmer 

Mary£ Jacobs Mother Laura Hastine Kiser 
husband Other 

(if any) wife 

Notes (.j) sarah Elizabeth died in 1929—Carl then married Phoebe 

Bradley Gillespie '3/17/1945. 

Date married & spouse 

fi Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day M o n t h Year 

D ied 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

1 VI Halbert B. Clemmer 7/22/21 Lenoir Cty.Tenn 

7/14/45 I Phyllis Puntley 5/50/25 Minn. 

_LH Leslie (Child) 7/26/44 Minn.. 

^Um Jerry (Child) 10/16/48 Phoenix.Ar. 1977 Pollings Wy 

2 F DeEtta E. Chemmer 3/6/l924Lenoir Cty.Tenn 

— M Flsharon Ann (Child) 
7/14/46 Thomas H.Dean 11/5/21 Ariton.Ala. 

7/17/47 Mobile,Ala. 

10/25/80 Michael Lee 9/22/50 Pineview.Ga. (See Text) 

-) 2 M Larry Thomas Deari(ChildlO/19/49 Mobile.Ala. 

11/27/7 1 Teresa J. Kaney 9/25/48 So.Carolina 

> 5 M Jeffrey Carl Dean(Child 

12/12/75 
) 10/26/5 5 Mobile.Ala. 

Debra L.Dorminey 5/6/54 Cordele,Ga 

Bv 

Family Records 60 Thomas H.Dean 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD / / I / X 

Wife Husband 

Laura Hastine Kiser Name John Fox Clemmer 

Monroe Co..Tenn. 1/15/1861 Born 4/28/1852 Monroe Co..Tenn. 

1879 Married 1879 Monroe Co.,Tenn 

Loudon Co..Tenn 1955 Died 1917 Loudon Co..Tenn 
Burial 

P e t e r Moser Father George S.Clemmer 

E l i z a b e t h Moser Mother Mary Ann Ensley 
husband Other 

(if any) 
wife 

Notes (1)George S.Clemmer Was horn in No.Carolina in18?1rHig father .Tnhn 

L.Clemmer was horn in1798 
(2) MaryAnn Ensley was born in1822 

Date married 8c spouse 

fi Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 
Where bor 

Died 

Dav Month Year 
Where died 

1 M Elverdan Lee 1880 Monroe Co..Tenn Loudon.Tenn. 

Laura ?(no 1) Florai.ce Nichols (no2) 

2 Jo.sie I. 188, Monroe Co.,Tenn Loudon.Tenn 

.Homer Glass 

M Charley Wayne 188j; Monroe Co..Tenn California 

4 F Francis Bales 1886 Monroe Co..Tenn 

5 M Benjamin Monroe Co,Tenn. 

Myra Mayo 

&.M Frank Monroe Co.Tenn Loudon,Tenn. 

May Hubbard 

7 M George Fox 1890 Monroe Co..Tenn 

Annie ? (no 1) Eff: e Farmer, (no 2) 

8 M Carl Burnice 2/20/189? Monroer0o.Tenn1/29/60 Johnson Ctv 

7/51/20 Sarah E.McGill 8/2Q/Q4 Loudon Co.Tenr . Q / 1 9 / 2 C Loudon T e n n * 

9 M Walter Monroe Co. fTenn^ Loudon,Tenn 

Franoes Holt 

10 M Annan Monroe Co.Tenn Loudon,Tenn 

Never married 

Family Records—Monroe Co. Lutheran 
Church Records. 61 

By 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD /VS/;? 

Wife Husband 

Mary Catherine Jacobs Name James S. McGill 
Monroe Co . . Tenn 2/9/1872 Born 5/5/1870 Roane Co.,Tenn 

Married 

Loudon Co. .Tenn. 1958 Died Loudon Co..Tenn 
Burial 

James Robert Jacobs See note 2 Father 

E l i z a Rhymes See no te 1 Mother 

husband Other 
(if any) wife 

Notes (1) Eliza Rhymes was Mary's step mother 
(2) James Robert Jacobs Father was Jackson J. Jacobs —Mother was 

Elizabeth Kimbro. 
_________£__ R u s s e l l fried ( c a r w r e c k ) . E t h e l m a r r i e d h i n t o n J o n e s 
Date married & spouse 

fi Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

1 M Carl 
Georgia 

2 M Clyde 
Nette Watson 

"5.M Cliff 
Carrie 

4 M John Arthur 

5 F 

Neva Oody 

Ethel 
Nelse Russell Note5 

6 F Nellie (Bea) 

Jay Price 

7 F Maggie 
John;'.Taylor 

8 V S a r a h E l i z a b e t h 3/20/190^Loudon Co.Tenn 9/19/29 Loudon Co. 

7/51/20 Carl B. Clemmer ?/20/189? Monroe Oo.Tenn. 1 /29/i?0 Loudon Co 

Bv 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD / / / ? / * ? 

Wife Husband 

Mary Forbes Dean Name Royce Hooten 
A r i t o n . A l a . 10/12/1916 Born 2/22/1906 Alabama 

C r e s t v i e w . F l a . 5/16/58 Married 5/16/58 Cres tv iew.F la . 
Died 4 /13 /73 F l o r a l a , Ala, 

Burial 

Thomas Jefferson Dean Father F l e t o h e r H o o t e n 

Hat tye Forbes Bryan Mother Martha. E.Ausley 
husband Other 

(if any) wife 

Notes 

Date married 8c spouse 

# I Children in order of birth 
Born 

Day Month Year 

Died 

Day Month Year 
Where died 

1 F S h i r l e y Ann Hooten 6/14/59 F l o r a l a , Ala, 12/ /59 F l o r a l a . A l a , 

2 Mfl Byron Royce 1/14/41 

9/16/67 Charlotte Adams 3/22/45 Alabama 
M Todd (Child) 10/21/70 Philippine II 

M Jo 3h (Child) 1/12/72 Hawaii 

M Thomas Fletcher 1 1 / 1 1 / 4 2 T r l o r a 1 a , A l a . 

8/26 /67 Emily Hager 3/10/45 Alabama 

M, Michael (Chi ld ) 

^ 1 

7/11/69 T e y a s 

2 M S c o t t (Chi ld ) 7/51/71 € a l i f o r n i a i 

Nicholas (Child') 

i M 

12/16/77 No.Carolina 

Ronald Dean 

12/22/7 
1 M 

11/7/44 "Florala, Ala. 

1 Patrioia See 6/15/ HI i n t o n ^ .g.q. 

Bryan (Child) 11/25/8C P.irmhm. Ala. 

5 M John Porter 8/50/47 Florala. Ala, 

11/8/75 Marsha Hughes 8/50/52 

M Robert Joe 1/2&/3A. 
Florala. Ala, 

12/22/80 Shelly Wasylik 12/5/ Penn. 

Family Records 
By 
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CHAPTER FOUR  
REFERENCES 

I. RICHARD DEAN 

1. Court House, Laurens County, Dublin, Georgia, old deeds, 
books (A), (E), (F), (j). 

2. Court House,Montgomery County, Mt. Vernon, Georgiapold 
deeds, books (H), (FB). 

3. (a) Land lottery papers 1805-1814, by Davis and Lucas, 
Macon Genealogical Library. 
(b) Washington County, Georgia, grant book, Macon Library, 
1805-1807 draws. 
(c) 1820/1821 land lottery of Georgia, book # 7349, by 
Georgia Genealogical Reprints, (Perry , Georgia Library) 
(Macon Library) 
(d) Sixth land lottery (Cherokee), 1832, Authentic list of 
all land lottery grants to veterans of the Revolutionary 
War by the State of Georgia, second edition (1966)9 by Alex 
M. Hitz, (Union County, Georgia). 
(e) List of revolutionary soldiers living in Georgia, 1821. 

4. 1. Court House, Houston County, Perry Georgia, tax digests 
for 1829, 1831, 1835, 1837, 1839, for Houston County 
14th. district. 
2. 1833 estate records (sales), (inferior court) 

5. Archives in Atlanta, Ga., records for Washington County, 
Montgomery County, Laurens County, Wilkinson County, 
Appling County, Houston County, Muscogee County, (micro-
filmed dded4 marriages, estate records, administrator 
bonds, guardian records, etc. 

6. Court House, Muscogee County, Columbus, Georgia, estate 
settlements, administrator , bonds, etc., census records, 
deeds, 1838 through 1870. inferior court records 

7. Early tax digests of Georgia, by Ruth Blair, Macon Library. 
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II. ELIJAH DEAN 
1. (a) Court House, Laurens County, Dublin, Georgia, old 

deeds, books, (A), (E), (F), (J), (I). 
(b) Old marriage records, Laurens County, Dublin, Ga.,(1814) 
(c) Tax records, 1805 through 1826. 
(d) Inferior court records- 1805 through 1826. 
(e) Laurens County Library, Laurens County History, 
Georgia History. 

2. (a) Court House, Perry, Ga., deed books (C), (D), (H),(E),(G) 
(b) Tax digests for 1829, 1831, 1835, 1837, 1839, for 
Houston County, 14th. district. 
(c) Inferior court records 1826 through 1840. 

3. Sixth land lottery, 1832, (Cherokee) Floyd County, Ga. 
4. (a) Military records of Georgia, (Laurens County and 

Houston County),(1808-1829),(1829-1832), Georgia military 
affairs, vol.4, 1814-1819, Dept. of Archives and History, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
(b) National archives and records service, general ser-
vices administration, Washington, D.C.(War 1812). 

5. (a) Court House, Muscogee County, Columbus, Ga., deed 
books, 6th. and 7th. district,(1838-1854), note for chil-  
dren, look at 1838-1868. Inferior court records. 
(b) Estate settlements, administrators bonds, (Elijah 
was administrator for estate of Richard (1840). 

6. Census-(microfilm) Macon Library, 1820, Laurens County 
Georgia, 1830, Houston County, Georgia, 1840 and 1850, 
Muscogee County, Georgia. Note, films are available at 
main libraries in each county seat area. 

7. Court House, Ozark, Ala.,(Dale County). Deed books for 
1852-1858.(Not all there, court house burned). 

8. Archives, Atlanta, Ga., Records of Laurens County, Hous-
ton County, and Muscogee County, Georgia. 

9. Family records; I have copies of old Bible records. 
10. Archives, Montgomery, Ala., census records of Dale 

County, Ala., 1860-- for children of Elijah and 
Martha plus Martha. 
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III. JAMES J. DEAN 
1. (a) Court House, Ozark,Alabama, Dale County records, 

deed books for 1856-1902. 
(b) Marriage licence records., death records, etc., 
Court house burned, not all records available. 

2. Archives, Montgomery, Alabama,(Dale County records). 
3, Census, 1850, Muscogee County, Georgia, 1860-1900, Dale 

County, Alabama. 
4. Records for Civil War, Harris County, Georgia. 
5. Family records, (I have copies of old Bible records on 

El.ijah to me.) 
IV. JEFFERSON J. DEAN 

1. (a) Court house, Ozark, Dale County records, deed books 
for 1880-1946. 
(b) Marriages, deaths, etc. , tax records. 

2. Census, 1870-1940, Dale County, Alabama. 
3. Family records ( I have these records) 

V. THOMAS JEFFERSON DEAN 
1. (a) Court House, Ozark, Ala., Dale County deeds 1900-1975. 

(b) Marriage records, births, deaths, tax records, Dale 
County, Alabama. 

2. Census, 1890-1970, Dale County, Alabama. 
3. Family records (I have records). 
VI. THOMAS HERBERT DEAN 
1. Court House, Dale County, Ozark, Ala., birth records. 
2. Court House, Mobile County, Mobile, Ala., deeds 1948-1966. 
Marriage records., tax records, birth records, children. 
3. Census records, 1930 & 1940, Dale County, Ala., 1950 & 1960, 
Mobile, Ala., 1970 and 1980- Houston County, Ga. 
4. Court House, Houston County, Perry, Georgia, deeds 1966-? 
tax records. 
5. United States Military Affairs Office (Marine Corps.), 
Washington, D. C. 
6. Family records (I have records). 
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7. (a) Sharon, Larry and Jeff Dean records can be found 
Courthouse, Mobile, Alabama, birth,or Montgomery Ala. 
(b) Court House, Perry, Ga. deeds (for Larry) 1975-
1982, and possibly Sharon, under Lee. 
(c) Jeff, Stockbridge, Ga. (Licence Office) business 
2. Henry County Courthouse deeds 1983-  

VII. DeEtta Clemmer (Family) 
1. Court house, Loudon County, Loudon Tennessee, tax 

records deeds, 1890-1975 
2. Court House, Monroe County, Madisonville, Tennessee. 

(a) Tax records, family deeds from 1800 through 1900. 
(b) Lutheran Church, Monroe County, Tennessee,(I 
have these records) 
(c) Inferior court records 

VIII. I have transcribed records of all other members of the 
family groupings and lineage charts contained in this 
book. 
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